
Norton Sound-Port Clarence Areas,
told the Nome Nugget that the dead
fish were mostly chum salmon, but
dead grayling, white fish and pike
were also observed. 

USFWS personnel flew along the
Kobuk River on Monday and re-
ported the largest concentration of
dead salmon were found near Kiana. 

The fish had not yet spawned and
there weren’t any obvious signs of
disease.  

A ADF&G fish manager for the
Northwest and North Slope regions
will also travel to Kotzebue and will
check at the Noatak River if any sim-
ilar die-offs happened there. 

According to Menard, patholo-
gists  believe that the fish died of low
dissolved oxygen in the water, due to
a combination of a huge number of

chum returns in the river, the stress
of being crowded and of possibly
warm water temperatures. 

Kobuk residents said they had not
seen a salmon die off like this before.

Menard said such phenomena
have been observed in years when
large numbers of fish return to rivers,
depleting the available oxygen. 

Also, when fish are forced into the
shallows, the sun burns their backs.

ADF&G personnel observed that
the fish had not yet been spawned
out.

Menard said it is unusual to see a
large chum die-off. 

Large fish die-offs have been ob-
served mostly with pink salmon
when pinks return to rivers in high
numbers. 
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Photo by Diana Haecker
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL— On Tuesday August 19, summer was officially over for Nome students as
the first day of school rolled around. Here, young student Benny Lie shows her excitement to attend Ms.
Hazel’s first grade class at the Nome Elementary School. 

Photo by Diana Haecker
DANCING— A pair of sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis) engaged in a dance near Nome last week. Sandhill cranes mate for life, choosing their partners based on dancing displays. The
birds stretched their wings, pumped their heads, bowed and leapt into the air.

By Diana Haecker
A 39-year-old diver died on

Wednesday, August 13 evening
while diving for gold off the gold
dredge Argo. 

The man was identified as Sean
Beals of Seattle, Washington. 

The Alaska State Troopers re-
ceived a report at 10:41 p.m. of an
unresponsive diver working off the
dredge, located half a mile offshore

from Farley’s Camp, 4.5 miles east
of Nome.

A Trooper press release says the
dive tender working topside ob-
served the diver floating face down
in the water. The tender summoned
assistance from another gold dredge
crew and they attempted to save the
diver. 

The Argo’s dive tender called his
supervisor, who called 911 to acti-

vate the Nome emergency response. 
The Nome Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment’s Search and Rescue was toned
out. 

Acting Fire Chief Jerry Steiger
said the search and rescue team re-
sponded by boat with The Guardian,
including Harbormaster and NVFD
volunteer Lucas Stotts. 

Upon arrival, they saw another
boat trying to assist. 

NSEDC bridges Foster
building funding gap

By Sandra L. Medearis
Crews are building water and

sewer services into the site where the
Richard Foster Building will contain
the City’s library, Carrie M. McLain
Museum and leasable space for
Kawerak Inc.’s Beringia Center of
Culture and Science. 

A $1.5 million grant to the City of
Nome from NSEDC has brought the
funding to the top and made the proj-
ect whole, Mayor Denise Michels
said Monday. 

The total cost of the facility is $19
million.

“This is a great relief that the proj-
ect is fully funded. We thought we
were going to have to cut out some
of the fixtures and furniture for
now,” Michels said. “This is a great
show of commitment and funding
support by Norton Sound Economic
Development Corp. to our region for
projects in Nome and throughout the
Bering Strait region.” 

The project has been on the work-
bench for six years during planning
and most recently while the City and

Kawerak beat the bushes to com-
plete funding. 

The building is named in honor of
the late Rep. Richard Foster, District
39’s representative for decades in
state Legislature.

“We are thrilled the NSEDC
Board of Directors chose to support
this building and the partnership be-
tween the City of Nome and Kaw-
erak,” Kawerak President Melanie
Bahnke said in a statement.  “Thanks
to NSEDC’s substantial support for
the project, we will now have a
space to protect our cultural collec-
tions, build educational programs,
and celebrate and perpetuate the rich
historical and living cultures of the
region. “

The funding provided by NSEDC
to the City of Nome will be used to
award the general construction con-
tract to complete the interior of the
18,500 sq. ft. Richard Foster Build-
ing. The site at the north end of
Steadman Street has been cleared of

Kobuk River sees large fish die-off
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“They were unable to get the vic-
tim into the boat or onto the dredge
itself,” Steiger said. 

According to SAR volunteers, the
unconscious diver was supported
under the arms by ropes that were at-
tached to the dredge to hold him out
of the water. 

Steiger said the SAR team was
able to get the man onto The
Guardian. 

“We started CPR on him immedi-

ately,” Steiger said. 
The SAR volunteers took Beals to

the beach near Farley’s Camp, where
he was transferred to a backboard. A
four-wheeler transported Beals to a
waiting ambulance, which took him
to Norton Sound Regional Hospital. 

According to Troopers, Beals was
pronounced dead at the hospital. 

His body was sent to the State

Gold dredger dies while diving for gold off East Beach

continued on page 4

continued on page 4

By Diana Haecker
According to Alaska Fish and

Game, a large fish die-off has been
observed along the shores of the
Kobuk River. Reports from Kiana,
Ambler and Shungnak that hundreds
of fish died off in the river reached
ADF&G offices this week. 

Jim Menard, ADF&G Area Man-
ager for Commercial Fisheries Divi-
sion for the Arctic-Kotzebue and

See next week’s Nome Nugget for
complete 2014 Primary Election Results.

Photo by Keith Conger
PASSING ON TRADITION— Ben Iknokinok, left, guides Jerry
Tunguyin in a dance.  The Gambell singers and dancers welcomed
participants of the Arctic Resource Development and Infrastructure
Summit organized by the Bering Sea Alliance LLC in Gambell last
week. See story and more photos starting on page 10.
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