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SHISHMAREF SPRING CARNIVAL FINALE — Drummers from Shishmaref and the region gathered at the end of last Saturday's Shishmaref Spring Carnival championship bas-
ketball game to coax the winning Teller team into performing a victory dance. (See story page 8.)

Photo by Chris Rowe
SPRING RUNOFF— Water runs off the slopes of Mt. Brynteson and
the Rock Creek mine under construction as spring temperatures rap-
idly melt the snow cover.

By Laurie McNicholas
At their Monday evening meet-

ing, members of the Nome
Common Council unanimously
adopted an ordinance (07-03-01) to
increase insurance requirements for
operation of a motor bus, to require
a motor bus to operate on a fixed
route and to make certain provisions
currently applicable to taxicabs
applicable to motor buses.  During a
public hearing prior to the vote,
motor bus owner Steve Longley
said the only problem he has with
the ordinance is the fixed route
requirement.  He asserted the ordi-
nance was aimed at him after own-
ers of Louie’s Cab and Checker Cab
sent letters of protest to the City.
Noting that he had paid City taxes
on nearly $15,000 of gross receipts
in March, Longley speculated that

taxicab owners had grossed much
larger amounts in March.  He added
that some of the taxis for which they
have permits are not in use.  

Checker Cab owner Gary Hart
told the Council that he is not
against Mr. Longley having a busi-
ness, but the common definition of a
motor bus is a fixed route, while
vehicles that receive calls and go to
a home to pick up a fare are the
same as taxicabs.  He said some of
his cabs are sitting idle because
there is no business.  Louie Greene,
Jr. said he has a tough time finding
drivers who meet the City’s chauffer
regulations and sometimes operates
only one cab per shift.

NEC seeks ownership of
artifacts

In a letter dated March 30, Nome

Eskimo Community President
Alfred Sahlin asked Mayor Denise
Michels and Council members to
consider transferring artifacts col-
lected last summer from a prehis-
toric site at the mouth of Snake
River to NEC.  Sahlin acknowl-
edges the site was located on City
land, so the findings belong to the
City, but he notes the artifacts were
recovered under a federally funded
program that requires they be curat-
ed in keeping with Federal stan-
dards.  “No facility in the Nome
area has the expertise or facilities to
meet the Federal guidelines,” Sahlin
states.  “NEC could enter into
agreements with a state museum,
either in Anchorage or Fairbanks,
for the storage and curation of these

By Diana Haecker
For the second time, Nome resi-

dents and a Nome-based citizen
group filed a lawsuit in federal dis-
trict court in Anchorage challenging
the Army Corps of Engineers
issuance of a wetlands permit for
Alaska Gold Company/NovaGold’s
Rock Creek mine near Nome.

On Wednesday, April 18, the
Anchorage based public interest
law firm Trustees for Alaska and the
Western Mining Action Project law
firm filed the complaint on behalf
of Bering Strait Citizens for
Responsible Resource
Development  and individual plain-
tiffs Sue Steinacher and Jana
Varrati.

The defendant is the Army Corps
of Engineers.

The federal wetlands permit
allows NovaGold to proceed with
the development of Nome’s first
open pit, hard rock mines at Rock

Creek and Big Hurrah and the
destruction of wetlands to build a
mine and mill complex in Snake
River Valley, as well as a large tail-
ings storage facility. 

The permit was originally issued
in August 2006 after the Corps
found no significant impact on the
health of humans and the environ-
ment as a result of the mine, which
proposes to use a combined floata-
tion and cyanidation process to
extract the gold from the crushed
rock. Instead of an in-depth envi-
ronmental review called an
Environmental Impact Statement,
usually triggered by large develop-
ments of extractive industrial
endeavors, the Corps gave Alaska
Gold Company and its parent
NovaGold Resources Inc. the green
light on the destruction of over 300
acres of wetlands. 

Nome residents Jana Varrati, Sue
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INTENSE— Shishmaref musher Percy Nayokpuk is about to dash out of the start chute during last week's
Shishmaref Spring Carnival Herbert Nayokpuk The Shishmaref Cannonball sled dog race. Percy Nayokpuk
is one of the founders of the race, now in its 27th year. (See story page 8.)
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Steinacher and Austin Ahmasuk,
and a group called the Bering Strait
Citizens for Responsible Resource
Development filed a lawsuit against
the Corps in November 2006 over
the Corps permit, the lack of an EIS
and alleged non-compliance with
the Clean Water Act and Historic
Preservation laws. Ahmasuk did not
join the current lawsuit as an indi-
vidual plaintiff, but is part of it as a
board member of BSCRRD. 

On December 6, 2006 the Corps
voluntarily suspended the permit,
and federal district court Judge
Ralph Beistline dismissed the law-
suit, as there was no permit to chal-
lenge in court.

After the Corps conducted an
internal review, the permit was rein-
stated with minor changes, but no
public input, in March 2007. 

“Residents are concerned that the
Corps issued the permit for the
Rock Creek Mine project a second
time without undertaking an
Environmental Impact Statement to
analyze the destruction of over 340
acres of wetlands, without provid-
ing the opportunity for public com-
ment on the environmental review
document, and without considering
alternatives, as required by the
Clean Water Act and National
Environmental Policy Act,” reads a
press release by Trustees for Alaska.

Trustees lawyer Vicki Clark said
that the project may have signifi-
cant impacts on the environment,
which is the trigger for an EIS. “An
EIS would provide the information
the community needs to understand
the impacts of the project,” Clark
said. “Because the Corps failed to
properly review and analyze this
project, the actual environmental
impacts remain either unknown or
inadequately assessed. This violates
environmental laws designed to
ensure meaningful public participa-
tion and does not comply with the
basic requirements of the Clean
Water Act.” 

Clark said that the plaintiffs also
seek a preliminary injunction to
stop construction at the mine until a
proper environmental review is
conducted. 

Sue Steinacher, as an individual
plaintiff and member of BSCRRD
is dismayed by the Corps’ lack of
response to community concerns.
“This is a huge project for our small
community, and the potential
impacts are significant. We sued the

Corps the first time for their failure
to conduct a meaningful public
process before issuing the permit,”
Steinacher said. “The Corps had the
opportunity to engage with the pub-
lic a second time while the permit
was suspended but chose not to. So
here we are again, fighting for the
right of Nome residents to be mean-
ingfully informed and involved in
important decisions that directly
affect them.”

Individual plaintiff Jana Varrati
expressed frustration that the Corps
is still shirking its duties, saying,
“The Corps’ job is to ensure these
projects have adequate environmen-
tal analysis, that they provide public
education about the project and that
they provide citizens with public
notice so they may comment.”

She added that the environmental
impacts did not change during the
permit suspension. “The Corps still
has not properly evaluated the sig-
nificance of those impacts on our
environment. Most importantly, the
Corps has not involved the public in
this process,” Varrati said.

The potentially significant
impacts from the destruction of
wetlands and degradation of air and
water quality, as well as the cumu-
lative impacts of increased hard
rock mining development in the
area, are among the concerns that
the plaintiffs argue warrant analysis
in an EIS. 

The Big Hurrah and Rock Creek
sites are located in two important
watersheds for subsistence and
recreation activities. BSCRRD
board member Austin Ahmasuk
said that healthy fish and wildlife
resources will be impacted by the
mine’s drastic changes to the
ecosystem. “An Environmental
Impact Statement would give all of
us the opportunity to evaluate the
risks this mine poses to our commu-
nity,” Ahmasuk said.

The combined Rock Creek and
Big Hurrah mine project is pro-
posed to operate year-round, mining
7,700 tons of ore per day at Rock
Creek alone. NovaGold’s first quar-
ter report projected the first gold
pour for the third quarter of 2007.

As of press time on Monday, the
Army Corps of Engineers was not
aware of the lawsuit. “Since we
aren’t aware of the lawsuit yet, we
don’t have a comment at this point,”
said Corps’ spokeswoman Pat
Richardson. 

By Diana Haecker
Just a week after declaring their intention to sell

NovaGold Resources shares, Barrick completed the
sale of its 14.8 percent stake in NovaGold Resources
Inc. last week. Barrick failed to acquire the whole
company in their $1.7 billion bid last year.

Barrick spokesman Vince Borg told The Nome
Nugget last week that the company has an obligation to
disclose their intentions, but wasn’t sure of the course
of action yet. “All we’ve done is to open the door,”
said Borg last Tuesday. He added that there was no
specific reason to sell the shares. Borg said, “We may
have other investment purposes for that money.”

By Thursday, Barrick had completed the sale of the
13.6 million shares in the junior company.

Barrick had wanted to acquire NovaGold’s Galore
Creek copper-gold-silver project in northwestern

British Columbia, where construction is expected to
begin this spring at a projected cost of $1.8 billion.

In addition to Galore Creek, NovaGold owns a 70
percent stake in Donlin Creek, described as one of the
largest undeveloped gold resources in the world.
Barrick holds the remaining 30 percent.

Last Thursday, NovaGold announced the pricing of
a new public offering of 12.5 million shares at $16.25
apiece, with part of the estimated $203-million in pro-
ceeds earmarked to develop its Galore Creek project.

The money will be used for further exploration and
initial construction at Galore Creek in northwestern
British Columbia, NovaGold said.
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Schmidt, CDT. PFC Sharon Verdin,
CDT. PV2 Victoria Richards, CDT.
PFC Ricky Wideman, CDT. PFC
Gregory Saclamana, and Cadet PV2
Jessica Saclamana. This team plus
some new individuals plan to com-
pete in Hawaii in 2009 at the West
Point Association’s Drill Meet. 

The other team recognized with
a distinct cap was the rifle team.
Additional members of the rifle
team include CDT. PV2 Barnaby
Longley, CDT. PV2 Frank Krier,
CDT. PFC Lonny Booshu, CDT.
PFC Jeremy Head, CDT. PFC Lucas
Ritter, CDT. 2LT. Marlon Williams,
CDT. CPL. Leah Noyakuk, CDT.
CPL. Roxanne Ozenna, CDT. CPL.
Willis Pate, and CDT.1SG Miles
Reader. Some of these cadets are
firing in a postal match this week
against 54 other JROTCs in the

western United States.
Some of the promotions that

occurred were CDT. 1LT. Joshua
Head, CDT.1LT. Tara Schmidt, and
CDT. 1LT. Nina Wideman being
promoted to Cadet Captain, CDT.
SFC Cameron Piscoya and CDT.
SFC Ahbree Verdin were promoted
to Master Sergeant, CDT. CPL.
Brigette Dickson promoted to
Sergeant, and CDT. PFC Sharon
Verdin was promoted to Corporal.
Other promotions included Cadet
Private Second Class Lonny
Boohsu, Landis Bjorgen, Jeremy
Head, Devon Adams, Gregory and
Jessica Saclamana being promoted
to Private  First Class. The largest
group of promotions saw Kyle
Griemanns, Carissa Komakhuk,
Frank Krier, Brandon Lancaster,
Barnaby Longley, Cory Reynolds
and Victoria Richards being pro-

moted to Private Second Class. 
The last part of the night saw the

Cadets of the Semester awards. This
saw both Verdins being selected;
Cadet PFC Sharon Verdin as Cadet
of the Semester and CDT. SFC
Ahbree Verdin winning one of the
Cadet NCO of the semester awards.
Other cadets of the semester includ-
ed Cadet SFC Cameron Piscoya and
Cadet Command Sergeant Major
Harmony Huntsman-Piscoya
receiving the other two Cadet NCO
of the Semester Awards and Cadet
1LT Cori Eide receiving the Cadet
Officer of the Semester Award.
Cadets of the semester also receive
a pen and pencil set from the
JROTC. 

The final awards night of the
year is scheduled for May 17 in the
cafeteria at 7 p.m. 
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Photo by Nils Hahn
ROCK CREEK MINE— Last week Nomeites filed a lawsuit again disputing the validity of a wetlands per-
mit issued by the Army Corps of Engineers for NovaGold's Rock Creek mine. The aerial photograph shows
the mine's buildings and cleared wetlands for future waste rock storage.
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JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)— The
House unanimously passed a bill
Monday enabling residents to
donate money to charities through
their Permanent Fund Dividend
check. 

This means online applications
would feature a list of approved
organizations that could receive a
portion of the dividend.

The bill was sponsored by Rep.
Bill Thomas, R-Haines.

“I think this will prove to be an
excellent mechanism for providing
much-needed support to worth-
while organizations,” Thomas said.

“By presenting the opportunity
to share with others at the time a
person is filling out their PFD
application, I expect to see a signif-
icant bump in charitable giving in
Alaska,” he said.

The bill has been referred to the
Senate for review. 

House passes bill enabling Permanent Fund
Dividend donations


