
VOLUME CVIII NO. 51 DECEMBER 24, 2009

Photo by Tyler Rhodes

Photo by Tyler Rhodes

THE LIGHTER SIDE OF CHRISTMAS—The display at Gary Longley Sr.’s house on the east end of Front Street leaves no doubt as to what season it is.

HERE COMES SANTA CLAUS—Ian McRae, right, and Richard Beneville give the Jolly Old Elf a ride
into the Nome Elementary School Kindergarten pageant Dec. 17. Program director Teresa Gartung and
the young performers give the special guest a warm welcome.

By Sandra L. Medearis
Banner Wind’s 18 turbines churn-

ing atop Banner Ridge are in full op-
eration with repairs completed. Also
complete, pending final approvals, is
a lengthy power sales agreement by
which the alternative energy com-
pany can sell power to the Nome
Joint Utility System grid. The pact is
good for 20 years unless terminated
by breach of performance by one
party. The NJUS Board went over
the pact at its Dec. 15 meeting.

According to the final agreement,
delivery of power from the wind
farm to NJUS will formally start its
commercial operation on Christmas
Day. Key points of the pricing
scheme are these:
• From Dec. 25 through Dec. 31,
2011, NJUS will pay the initial rate of
a straight 18 cents per kilowatt hour.
• Sets a limit on how much electricity
NJUS will accept from Banner Wind

• After the initial period, NJUS will
pay based on an electric power rate
formula reflecting NJUS’ previous
year’s fuel costs and fuel efficiency
as reported to the Power Cost Equal-
ization office, along with the effect
of the annual Consumer Price Index.
• NJUS will pay a maximum of 23
cents and 13 cents at the minimum,
even if the formula yields a price
higher or lower than these, according
to the contract.
• Every four months a utility consultant
will analyze any loss of NJUS genera-
tion efficiency caused by the hookup.
• Banner Wind LLC will pay for work
by NJUS caused by its connection to
the wind farm, but not over $5,000 for
any calendar year unless NJUS has
provided a cost estimate and a justifi-
cation for costs over the annual limit
to Banner 10 days before starting

Mine achieving drawdown behind tailings dam

Rock Creek gaining the upper hand on water woes

Auxiliary missing $8,500, former treasurer charged

Contract puts 
a price on wind

By Tyler Rhodes
The former secretary and treasurer

of American Legion Unit 19 Auxil-
iary is facing felony counts of theft,
fraud and forgery for the alleged em-
bezzlement of more than $8,500
from the service organization.

According to a complaint filed in
the Second Judicial District Court,
Linda Jo Kimoktoak allegedly used her
role in the Auxiliary to funnel approx-

imately $8,550 to herself through writ-
ing herself checks and making unau-
thorized ATM and bank withdrawals.

The Auxiliary’s president, Theresa
Kenick, refused to comment on any
aspect of the case or the organiza-
tion’s finances. 

Kimoktoak also declined to com-
ment on the charges.

The Auxiliary is a women’s or-
ganization that compliments the

American Legion. Both are veterans
service organizations. The local
Auxiliary supports itself through a
variety of fundraisers held through-
out the year and provides assistance
and support to veterans through a va-
riety of projects and programs.

According to the complaint
against Kimoktoak, a Nome Police
Department investigation alleges the
former secretary/treasurer used her

position to make unauthorized ATM
withdrawals to the tune of $1,600,
write unauthorized checks to herself
totaling $2,650 and make other unau-
thorized withdrawals of $4,300. The
complaint claims Kimoktoak also
presented unauthorized withdrawal
slips for cash from the Auxiliary ac-
counts held at Wells Fargo Bank. 

By Tyler Rhodes
Despite being idled for more than a year in

terms of producing gold, the Rock Creek Mine
is still playing host to a workforce of 50 em-
ployees and contractors.

Outside of maintaining the stalled operation’s
facilities, the main task at hand for the crew at the
mine just north of Nome is the ongoing effort to
reduce the massive buildup of water behind its
tailings dam. With its water treatment plant pro-
cessing approximately 400 gallons a minute and
feeding nearly 30 injection wells, it appears op-
erator NovaGold may finally be turning the cor-
ner on drawing down the more than 50 million
gallons of water that built up behind a dam that
was never supposed to hold back so much liquid.

“We are very pleased with the progress that
our Rock Creek team has made in bringing the
Rock Creek mine site into environmental com-
pliance,” NovaGold President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer Rick Van Nieuwenhuyse said via
e-mail. “We look forward to getting the excess
water removed from behind the TSF [tailings
storage facility] dam structure and to evaluat-

ing our plans going forward.”
Jack DiMarchi of the Alaska Department of

Natural Resource’s Large Mine Permitting Team
acknowledged that the company’s effort has
yielded good results and was meeting the de-
partment’s expectations. DiMarchi said in less
than a month, the mine was able to draw the
pond down by approximately 13 million gallons
of water. He said the water level measured
151.27 feet Nov. 15 and was down to 149.89 feet
on Dec. 8. “This is good progress,” he said.

The system to rid the storage facility of its over-
abundance of water is hinged on the performance
of the 28 wells which inject water underground
from the TSF after it passes through a treatment
plant. Van Nieuwenhuyse said the system is now
working well enough to abandon a plan the mine
broached earlier this year to pipe its treated water
all the way to Nome’s sewage lagoons. That plan
never advanced to the point where the City of
Nome gave a final rejection or approval.

Van Nieuwenhuyse said the plan was dropped
as Rock Creek was able to bring more of its in-
jection wells online. “We evaluated this possibil-

ity further and decided that there were more vi-
able alternatives to discharging water. Specifi-
cally, our injection well field is now working as
designed and, we believe, will allow us to remove
the excess water from behind the dam,” he said.

Van Nieuwenhuyse added that since the dam

basin is “V” shaped, the pace of the water level’s
lowering should accelerate as the injection wells
continue their work. As of Dec. 14, Van Nieuwen-
huyse said the water level was dropping at a rate
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TROUBLED WATERS—Several million gallons of water have been drained from the Rock
Creek Mine’s tailings storage facility since this September photo was taken.
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Daily variations in sea level due to local meteorological conditions cannot be predicted and may significantly effect the
observed tides in this area.  All times are listed in Local Standard Time (LST) or Local Daylight Time (LDT) when ap-
plicable. All heights are in feet referenced to Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW).

Nome Norton Sound Tide Predictions (High & Low Waters) — December 24 - 30, 2009

Th
F
Sa
Su
M
Tu
W

HeightTime TimeDay TimeHeight Height HeightDate Time
12/24 04:28 a.m. LST 0.7L 10:17 a.m. LST 1.1H 04:22 p.m. LST 0.3L 11:00 p.m. LST 1.3H
12/25 05:18 a.m. LST 0.6L 11:17 a.m. LST 1.0H 04:55 p.m. LST 0.5L 11:20 p.m. LST 1.3H
12/26 06:03 a.m. LST 0.5L 12:20 p.m. LST 1.0H 05:28 p.m. LST 0.6L 11:37 p.m. LST 1.3H
12/27 06:45 a.m. LST 0.4L 01:23 p.m. LST 1.0H 06:03 p.m. LST 0.7L 11:50 p.m. LST 1.3H
12/28 07:27 a.m. LST 0.2L 02:25 p.m. LST 1.0H 06:43 p.m. LST 0.8L
12/29 12:09 a.m. LST 1.3H 08:12 a.m. LST 0.1L 03:23 p.m. LST 1.1H 07:31 p.m. LST 0.9L
12/30 12:46 a.m. LST 1.4H 09:02 a.m. LST 0.0L 04:18 p.m. LST 1.1H 08:27 p.m. LST 0.9L

Weather Statistics
Sunrise 12/24/09   12:04 p.m.

12/30/09   12:01 a.m. 

Sunset 12/24/09   03:59 p.m.
12/30/09   04:08 p.m.

National Weather
Service

Nome, Alaska
(907) 443-2321
1-800-472-0391

High Temp 36° 12/21/09
Low Temp            -17° 12/18/09
Peak Wind 46 mph, E, 12/21/09
Precip. to Date 14.42”
Normal 16.26” 

Seasonal snow fall total (data collected since 7/1/09): 28.1” Current Snow Cover: 17.0” varies with sublimation/melting/blowing of snow.
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No Place Like Nome for the Holidays
We live in a fantastic town. Itʼs home, itʼs Nome. We welcome back

our students who have been away at school. Meetings at the Nome
airport are especially warm at this time of year when family and friends
make it home for the holidays.

Letʼs be of glad spirits this year as we head into a tough winter. The
economy is rough. We have flu viruses to worry about, high fuel bills
and the concern to go with making our fuel bills soar  till they pop. We
have a lot to contend with, but what an interesting time to live in Nome. 

We have a town with spirit. Letʼs be glad and enjoy the warmth of
good neighbors and friends. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

—N.L.M.— 

Please note: The Nome Nugget will not be published next
week. We are closed the week between Christmas and New
Yearʼs. 

To: Senators Lesil McGuire and
Bill Wielechowski with copy to U.S.
Senator Mark Begich, U.S. Senator
Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Rep. Don
Young, and Meera Kohler, AVEC
Executive Director:

This is a response to your call to
provide citizen’s feedback on the
Draft State Energy Policy and Pro-
gram Recommendations by Dec. 15.
I’d like to provide some input on en-
ergy and other problems that have
plagued the Wade Hampton area for
many years. As stated in President
Obama’s 2009 campaign theme, it is
“Time for Change”.

When oil was first discovered in
the North Slope, rural Alaskans were
happy to anticipate purchasing fuel
oil and gas at low cost; however, to
our dismay the price was unexpect-
edly high. To this day it’s been in-
creasingly rising, becoming a huge
issue in recent newspaper headlines.

The current oil production is to
have it first shipped to California re-
fineries, shipped back to Alaska, dis-
tributed to retailers, then to the bush.
This process is extremely expensive
as the price of oil rises. Heating oil
in Mountain Village is $6/gallon and
gasoline is $5.62/gallon.

Please note there is a refinery at
North Pole, AK. As the world-wide
recession hit the country affecting all

types of businesses, I read this refin-
ery was shut down due to financial
losses in attempts to produce jet fuel
for air cargo carriers. Should the re-
finery owners agree this refinery can
be reopened with bulk holding facil-
ities to meet energy needs at a rea-
sonable cost and lessening financial
hardships for rural residents? Should
that happen it would mainly benefit
the entire Yukon/Tanana region in-
cluding entities, utility companies,
etc.  who depend heavily on gas for
transportation, oil to heat buildings,
etc., creating a win-win situation for
everyone. Regulating organizations
will need to be involved, as we all
know.

As a 79-year-old elder I am giving
my little input about this very im-
portant issue instead of complaining
or asking for more welfare needs.
Something must be done for this area
of the state.  Speaking of elders— we
no longer harness our dogs to get a
sled load of firewood. Our fixed in-
come is based on what we have, but
we are still thankful for it. I sincerely
appreciate your efforts to develop
strategies to benefit all Alaskans and
going as far as asking private citi-
zens’ input.

On behalf of all Alaskans I wish
the legislature best wishes for a suc-
cessful session. I encourage the leg-

islature to practice good stewardship
of our state funds. God bless you all.
Respectfully,
Andrew Brown, Sr.
Mountain Village, Alaska

Dear Editor,
Looking at the world today the

United States has become one of the
most, if not the most policed coun-
try.  We no longer are allowed to
honestly write or say what we want,
censorship.  New laws are only there
to stop others from becoming suc-
cessful in life.  Honest businesses are
attacked when honestly helping the
people.  Remember the attack on
NSEDC when they found a way to
help us lower the cost of fuel, unlike
their Denali Commission’s RUBA or
some other name that was formed to
find ways to save on our heating
fuel.

Now we have this healthcare de-
bate going on in Congress.  If it
passes, I believe our health will be in
jeopardy.  Look at all the indigenous
people of the world.  They never
used to get sick until they got “west-
ernized”.

Cancer has been an ongoing goal
to cure in the medical industry.
Their success rate of curing it is
about two percent while the natural
herbs cure rate is over ninety percent
(naturalcures.com).  When you de-
prive a living cell of oxygen for
forty-eight hours, it becomes can-
cerous.  (naturalcures.com).  If the
new healthcare bill passes, the natu-
ral remedies will be in their control
because the proposed healthcare bill
will mean a global healthcare regu-
lation system  (globalinformation-
network.com) Because the FDA
does not recognize natural remedies
as cures, most or all natural cures are

being done outside of the United
States.  How many of your readers
know that it is criminal to cure a per-
son with natural remedies?  In Cali-
fornia, a lady was jailed for five
years for curing her fourteen-year-
old son of cancer with natural reme-
dies.  Look at “Magic Johnson”.  We
all know he had AIDS.  The medical
industry says there is no cure for it.
He went overseas and got cured.

The public is numbed down
through additives/preservatives in
the food.  They took  Phonics out of
the school system so that we will not
be able to read.  In religion, ninety
percent of the helpful information is
left out of sermons,  a former pastor
friend told me.  They have a curricu-

lum just like the schools.  Jesus was
always teaching about love.  Read
the bible as a historical document
and you will see what I mean.

“Just love yourself.  Nature does-
n’t make mistakes.” – Kevin Trudeau

“Since honesty requires love, we
should start from there.” – Visionary
Mark Hamilton
Warren S. Rock
Brevig Mission, Alaska 99785

Editor’s note: Ouch! The truth is so
limiting. 

By Sue Steinacher
NEST (Nome Emergency Shelter Team) would like to clarify to the com-

munity and to our guests how we operate.
No one gets paid; all the workers, coordinators and cooks are volunteers.
The shelter is only opened if the night temperature is predicted to be –10°F

or colder, or –20°F or colder with wind chill because this is when people are
at greatest risk to exposure, and because there are not enough volunteers to
be open more often.

The Church of the Nazarene does not run the shelter. They graciously do-
nate the space and are reimbursed for their expenses. Other organizations
have donated needed supplies, and the volunteers come from across the com-
munity. 

The shelter opens at 10 p.m. and everyone must be up and out, with the
church cleaned, by 7 a.m., so that volunteers can get to their regular jobs.
Guests assist with setting-up and cleaning up, and are always very apprecia-
tive.
We are in the process of incorporating as a non-profit organization, and are
currently applying for grants that would allow us to hire some staff assis-
tance. We are also seeking a more permanent location for next winter.
More volunteers are needed, especially for the 2 am – 7 am shift. For more

information, or to offer a few hours of your time on a cold night, please e-mail
nomesteam@gmail.com or call Abby Huggins at 304- 2898, or Sue
Steinacher at 443-7673.

Sound Off 
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Located on east Front

Street across from

National Guard

Armory

Mon. - Sat. • 8 a.m. to 11 p.m./Sun. • 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.Mon. - Sat. • 8 a.m. to 11 p.m./Sun. • 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Take Out

Orders

443-8100

Subway Daily SpecialsSubway Daily Specials

Monday — Turkey/Ham

Tuesday — Meatball

Wednesday — Turkey

Thursday — B.M.T.

Friday — Tuna

Saturday — Roast Beef

Sunday — Roasted

Chicken Breast

Six-Inch Meal Deal

$6.99

443-8200

GOLD COAST CINEMA

Closed at 4 p.m. on 12/24

and closed all day 12/25

Breakfast is served 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
each day

Breakfast menu
to include, but
not limited to:

•Biscuits
•Cinnamon Rolls
•Hashbowns
•Biscuits & gravy

Starting Saturday, December 26

The Princess and the
Frog (G)
7 p.m.

Brothers(R) 
9:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday Matinee
1:30 p.m. & 4 p.m.

Listen to ICY 100.3 FM, Coffee Crew, 7 - 9 a.m., and find
out how you can win free movie tickets!

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY   CCAALLEENNDDAARR

December 24 - 30, December 24 - 30, 20092009

Established in October of 1979
P.O. Box 1650 • Nome, Alaska 99762

Call your Village Agent for details or
Nome Reservations 1-800-478-5422;

(907) 443-5464 or make your
reservations ONLINE at

www.beringair.com 
Community Calendar sponsored by Bering Air, 443-5464

PLACE TIMEEVENT

Merry Christmas, watch for
businesses being closed today!

Thursday, December 24
*Tennis Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
*High School Practice Pool 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 a.m. - noon
*Preschool Story Hour Kegoayah Library 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
*Lap/Open Swim Pool 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
*Tennis Nome Rec Center noon - 2 p.m.
*Happy Holidays Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Happy Holidays Prematernal Home 2 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
*Wiffleball (3rd - 6th grades) Nome Rec Center 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
*Strength Training with Robin Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*City League Basketball Nome Rec Center 6 p.m. - 10 p.m.
*Water Aerobics Pool 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY
*Swing Dancing with Seiji Nome Rec Center 7 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

Friday, December 25

Saturday, December 26
*UMW Thrift Shop Methodist Church 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
*Water Aerobics Pool 1 p.m. - 2 p.m.
*RELAX-Award Winning Stress  Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

Relief video
*Family Swim Pool 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
*Open Swim Pool 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
*The New Mother: Putting It All Prematernal Home 4:30 p.m.

Together video
*Lap Swim Pool 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 27
*Celebrate Birth-Be Gentle With Me vid Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2 p.m. - 10 p.m.
*Happy Healthy Babies & Moms video Prematernal Home 4:30 p.m.

Monday, December 28
*Pick-up Basketball Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 6 a.m. - 7:15 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 6 p.m.
*Social Services class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Beginning Yoga with Kari Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*The Innocent Victim video Prematernal Home 4:30 p.m.
*Circuit Training with Kelly S. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Water Aerobics Pool 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church (rear) 8 p.m.

Tuesday, December 29
*Tennis Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
*High School Practice Pool 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 a.m. - noon
*Preschool Story Hour Kegoayah Library 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
*Lap/Open Swim Pool 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
*Tennis Nome Rec Center noon - 2 p.m.
*Audiology class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Medicaid/Denali KidCare class Prematernal Home 2 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
*Strength Training with Robin Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*14 Steps to Better Breastfeeding vid Prematernal Home 4:30 p.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*Open Swim Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*AA Teleconference: 1-800-914-3396 (CODE: 3534534#) 7 p.m.
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY

Wednesday, December 30
*Pick-up Basketball Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 6 a.m. - 7:15 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 a.m. - 10 a.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon
*Rotary Club Airport Pizza noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 10 p.m.
*Pregnancy: 9 Special Months video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Welcome to the World, 3 Birth Prematernal Home 4:30 p.m.

Stories video
*Step Box with Kelly S. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Family Swim Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Tae Kwon Do with Master Dan Nome Rec Center 6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
*Hello Central (also on Channel 98) Nome Visitors Center 7:30 p.m.
*Open Space Yoga Nome Rec Center 9 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Community points of interest hours of operation:
XYZ Center Center Street 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. (Tu - F)
Nome Visitor Center Front Street 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (M - F)
Carrie McLain Memorial Museum Front Street noon - 5:30 p.m. (M - F)

>>>>>> additional hours by appointment
Library Hours Kegoayah Library noon - 8 p.m. (M - Th)

>>>>>> noon - 6 p.m. (F - Sa)
Northwest Campus Library Northwest Campus 2 p.m. - 9 p.m. (M - Th)

>>>>>> 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (Sa)

www.nomenugget.net
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Alaska News Briefs
Compiled by  Diana Haecker

Native and environmental groups challenge
Shell drilling decision, state rebukes

In a statement issued last Friday, Governor Sean Par-
nell vowed to continue to fight to protect jobs and re-
source development in Alaska as he requested the state’s
attorney general to file a motion to intervene in the Ninth
Circuit Court of Appeals to uphold a federal decision al-
lowing Shell to proceed with exploration for offshore oil.
Parnell’s statement said that several environmental
groups challenged the decision by the Minerals Manage-
ment Service to open the Chukchi Sea to oil drilling. 

However, it was the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Com-
mission and the Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
who first submitted the appeals to overturn Shell’s
drilling plan. At a later point, the locals were joined by
environmental groups in the appeal. The groups claim
that the Mineral Management Service did not properly
evaluate the effects of the proposed drilling, including
the risk of an oil spill. The state countered with an inter-
vention to maintain that the federal agency adequately
considered the impacts of oil drilling on the Arctic
ecosystem and subsistence activities. Parnell said that oil
development at the outer continental shelf would be crit-
ical to the state's economic future. 

The state’s attorneys have been intervening in several
cases in which economic development was at stake, in-
cluding litigation involving the Outer Continental Shelf
and the Kensington Mine. On Thursday, the state filed a
motion to intervene in a lawsuit challenging the federal
National Marine Fisheries Service's decision not to list
the ribbon seal as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act. Under the legal theory that a warming cli-
mate endangers the existence of ice-dependent animals,
the Center for Biological Diversity and others have peti-
tioned to list ice seals and the polar bear under the en-
dangered species act. 

Polar bears were listed as a threatened species last year.
Once a species is listed, environmental restraints on de-
velopments in their habitats become more regulated and
restricted. This runs counter to the state’s priority of re-
source and economic development. Governor Parnell's
Fiscal Year 2011 budget includes funding for an additional
attorney at the Department of Law specifically to handle
only ESA issues, as well as $800,000 for outside counsel
to take on ESA-related work on the state's behalf.

Road to Nome could get more funds
Last week Alaska Governor Sean Parnell unveiled his

FY 2011 budget proposal and included $1 million for con-
tinued work on the Western Access Study, or the study to
blaze a road to Nome. The Department of Transportation
is in its last weeks of completing a year-long study to iden-
tify costs and a potential route. A report was supposed to
be out by December, but has been postponed and it will be
published in January 2010.

Millrock announces exploration agreement
with Kinross for Council 

Despite dropping the prospect at Divide, Millrock
Resources still has interests in the Bering Strait region.
Last week, the exploration company announced that it
is about to enter an exploration agreement with Kin-
ross Gold Corporation which includes mining claims
near Council. Millrock has an agreement on the Coun-
cil land block with the Bering Straits Native Corpora-
tion. Millrock had staked surrounding lands to form a
large land package. Millrock and Kinross plan to do an
initial drill test in summer of 2010. 

Salmon Lake land selection nears con-
veyance

Clearing one of the last hurdles before being conveyed
to the Bering Straits Native Corporation, a Senate com-
mittee ratified the Salmon Lake Land Selection Resolu-
tion Act last week. The bill ratifies a settlement between
the state of Alaska, the Bureau of Land Management and
the Bering Straits Native Corporation completing land
conveyances promised in the 1971 Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act. The act was OK’d by the Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Committee last week. Sen. Lisa
Murkowski, the ranking Republican on the committee
said that with passage of this bill the issues that have
complicated land and wildlife management would be left
behind and that the corporation’s shareholders would fi-
nally realize the economic and cultural benefits of their
land. The bill now must be passed by the full U.S. Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives before being signed
into law by the president.

UN climate conference ends with non-bind-
ing deal

The much-anticipated UN Climate Change Confer-
ence of Parties in Copenhagen, Denmark, ended with a
legally non-binding accord on Friday, December 18.  The
key points of the accord include the objective to keep the

Alask a
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continued on page 6
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of a foot every two to three weeks.
Injection wells were not the only tool

Rock Creek pulled out of the bag in its
effort to remove water from behind the
dam. In the fall before the cold weather
set in, large water guns were used uphill
from the dam to disperse the water and
allow it to drain back into the ground.
As the days dipped below freezing, the
guns took on the appearance of snow-
making equipment, painting the hillside
with a wide swath of white. “[We] do
plan to re-start when the weather warms
up next spring as this was an efficient
way of dispersing excess water in the
system,” Van Nieuwenhuyse said.

NovaGold’s work on the TSF has
not been limited to the water. The min-
ing firm has also focused on the outside
structure of the dam. “We added another
layer of material in front of the Tailings
Storage Facility (TSF) dam structure as
an extra precaution to ensure long-term
dam safety,” Van Nieuwenhuyse wrote.
“There is some minor additional work
actively going on to widen the working
area on the dam face, and we have com-
pleted a number of monitoring wells
and installed various monitoring equip-
ment to monitor dam safety.”

The dam was originally designed to
hold the tailings, the waste material after
the gold is separated from the ore, which
were to be about 65 percent solid and 35

percent water. The system was designed
for the water to evaporate out of the im-
poundment. Aided by a couple of win-
ters with considerable snowfall that were
followed by significant runoff, the dam
collected much more water than was
originally permitted and planned.

Whether NovaGold’s buttressing of
the dam will be sufficient for its future
use will be the goal of a DNR study.
“DNR is working with the mine to see
that certain aspects of the dam’s past
performance are addressed in the next
few months and before the TSF is used
for tailings disposal again,” DiMarchi
said. “Basically there is a program being
crafted to monitor the dam (settling,
temperature, water levels) through the
winter and then complete a geotechnical
program to collect more data from the
bedrock below the dam next summer to
come up with some conclusions about
the suitability of the original design or
construction, any changes to the per-
mafrost under the dam, and to charac-
terize the bedrock conditions that might
have contributed to the higher-than-
expected seepage rates.”

DiMarchi said the program may re-
sult in additional modifications being
required of the dam or it may find that
the current design is sufficient.

Van Nieuwenhuyse said getting the
tailings facility back to a state where it
could again support a producing mine
will be necessary before NovaGold de-

cides whether or not it will seek to
restart operations at Rock Creek. “We
are continuing to gather information re-
lated to a possible re-start of the opera-
tions; however, our first priority is to
remove the excess water from behind
the dam,” he said. “No re-start can
occur until the water is removed. We
will be addressing this during our 2010
budget plans.” NovaGold stopped work
toward production in November 2008.

Van Nieuwenhuyse was also non-
committal on whether NovaGold has
been in negotiations to sell off por-
tions of its Nome area holdings that
do not include the Rock Creek oper-
ation. “We have been approached by
several parties who have expressed
interest in several of the business
ventures ongoing on Alaska Gold
lands,” he said. “We are under confi-
dentiality and therefore it would be
inappropriate to comment further.”

Running ahead of the runoff 
As winter just starts, Van Nieuwen-

huyse said Rock Creek is already
preparing for the spring breakup. Van
Nieuwenhuyse said work has been con-
ducted and is continuing on and around
three drainage channels installed at the
mine site. The work is aimed at reducing
sediment making its way into the natu-
rally flowing waterways in the area. 

“We have built a significant struc-
ture to manage water at the out-flow
of Drainage Chanel No. 1 (DC No. 1
or upper-most channel to collect and
manage storm water) as well as com-
pleted significant placement of liners
and rip rap and vegetative re-seeding
to ensure minimal run-off of turbid
water from the mine site,” he said.
He said similar work is occurring at
the other two drainage channels.

Van Nieuwenhuyse said work will
continue on the storm water prevention

aspects of the operation for the next six
weeks. The state will be watching the
results of that work when this year’s
snowfall returns again to liquid. “The
test will be the quality of their runoff
this spring,” DiMarchi said.

High levels of sediment in the
water, known as turbidity, discharged
from the mine site into area creeks in
the past have proved costly for Rock
Creek. In May NovaGold agreed to
pay the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency more than $880,000 for fines
related to storm water discharges into
Rock, Lindblom and Glacier creeks
from April 2007 to September 2008.
The EPA faulted the company for what
it described as unchecked runoff as
well the lack of an adequate prevention
plan to deal with such runoff. The fine
was one of the largest levied for a gen-
eral permit in the four states that make
up the EPA’s Region 10.
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Fire Chief
Matt Johnson

Assistant Chief
Jerry Steiger

Battalion Chief
Chuck Fagerstrom

Safety Officer
Wesley Perkins

Truck Company #9 & 1
Captain Doug Johnson
Lieutanant Geoff Hubert
Lieutanant Jerry West
Engineer Shane 

Smithhisler
Engineer Jay Craft

Firefighter David Larson
Firefighter Breanne 

McFarland
Firefighter Bill Thompson

Truck Company #6
Captain Randy Oles
Lieutenant Kevin Knowlton
Engineer Mackenzie Oles

Firefighter Stan Morgan
Firefighter Tim James Sr.
Firefighter Howard Farley Jr.
Firefighter John Walters

Truck Company #7
Captain Jim West Jr.
Lieutenant John Bahnke III
Engineer Stacey Green

Firefighter Mike Thomas
Firefighter Roy Walluk Jr.
Firefighter Pat Johanson
Firefighter Paul Kosto

We thank retired firefighters Norman Johnson, Jon
Larson, Art Morton, Pat Hahn, Stan Piscoya and

Lew Tobin. Special thanks to Charlie Lean, Terrie
Perkins, Ruth Piscoya, Linda Steiger, Jennie
Oconnor, Darcy Perkins, Lisa Tuffs, Michele

Sullivan, Chrystie Salesky and Martina Painter for
their help at this year’s carnival.

Truck Company #8 & 5
Captain Warren Little
Lieutanant Jay Wieler

Firefighter Clifford Johnson
Firefighter Charlie Painter
Firefighter Craig Teesateskie
Firefighter Kevin Bahnke
Firefighter Jason West
Firefighter Keith Reddaway

Station
Leo Rasmussen
Jimmy Adams
Al Haddadi
Jennifer Shannon
Liz Recchia

Emergency Services Administrator
Alaine Tate
Emergency Services Technician
Seijiro Heck

Merry Christmas and a SAFE New Year
from your Nome Volunteer Fire Department

Holiday Fire Prevention: Take special care of Christmas trees, maintain Holiday lights, do not 
overload outlets, do not leave lights on and candles unattended.

We thank our major contibutors: Alaska Logistics, Alaska Airlines, Lynden Air
Cargo, Anderson & Sons Mining, Alaska Cab Garage and Nome Arctic Cat.
Thank you for contributing to make our annual event a success! -NVFD

work and receiving a signature.
• The two power producers will pay each other
monthly, including power purchased from
NJUS by Banner Wind when the winds are
calm, for example.
• Banner Wind LLC will receive any benefits
or advantages from the development, construc-
tion, operation and maintenance of the alterna-
tive energy source. 

Meanwhile, NJUS is working with Norton
Sound Economic Development Corp. to explore
long-term membership in the NSEDC Consoli-
dated Bulk Fuel Program to save money on
power generation through cheaper fuel. NJUS has
already used the lower interest and lower price af-
forded by the program to save dollars on 1 million
gallons or so purchased to top off tanks when fuel

prices went down this fall. NJUS manager John
K. Handeland and NSEDC executives signed the
finance agreement for this fuel Nov. 24, saving
the utility at least $70,000 over commercial fi-
nancing. According to NJUS, the transaction low-
ered the surcharge on ratepayers’ electric bills
from 18.01 cents to 16.93 cents per kWh.

NJUS currently buys diesel fuel for its gen-
erators through the Western Alaska Fuel Group.
Consultants are penciling out the costs to find
the best deal for future purchases.

That contract notes that NSEDC and NJUS
want to look at the potential benefits to Nome
residents and other bulk fuel program member
communities if Nome added its big demand to
the current consolidated purchasing power to
reduce high energy costs in the region.

NSEDC has already put out the welcome
mat for NJUS participation in next year’s fuel

purchase. The program is restricted to entities
with bulk fuel storage capacity and U.S. Coast
Guard-approved fuel transfer equipment, and
must be a municipal or tribal government, a
local fuel vendor or a Native corporation. Or-
ganizations have to be paid up for the 2009 pur-
chase by Jan. 4. NSEDC, a non-profit, does not
mark up the fuel price.

“NSEDC views this program as an opportu-
nity to further economic development in the re-
gion,” NSEDC Vice President and CEO Janis
Ivanoff told NJUS in her letter. “By acting as a
central point for the administration of fuel or-
ders and backing purchases for fuel with its
credit, NSEDC is working to do its part in help-
ing Norton Sound communities cope with the
high cost of fuel.”

Overdue payments would collect interest at
10 percent per annum. Also, NSEDC charges

each participant a proportionate share of ad-
ministrative expenses—legal fees and value of
staff time—based on the number of gallons
bought by the program member.

In other business, board members received
an extensive report on water and sewer system
work completed in the 2009 season, which in-
cluded total water main installed, 22,750 feet;
total sewer main installed, 500 feet; total force
main installed, 1,100 feet. 

Proposed water and sewer activities for
2010 include:
• Water and sewer master plan update
• Complete Sixth Avenue pump house upgrades
• Bypass Road utilities and service to the new
NSHC hospital
• Moonlight Springs water transmission
main upgrades
• Gold Avenue water main construction.

The complaint states that Kimok-
toak held the secretary/treasurer po-
sition from March 2006 to April
2007. Kimoktoak faces charges of
second-degree forgery, fraudulent
use of access device and second-de-

gree theft. All three are felonies.
According to the police report, of-

ficer Byron Redburn spoke with
Kimoktoak in October this year at
which time she admitted owing the
Auxiliary a substantial amount of
money and agreed to pay it back.

Kimoktoak made a felony first ap-

pearance before Magistrate Bradley
Gater Dec. 3 and was scheduled for a
preliminary hearing Dec. 22. Public
defender Kirsten Bey asked that the
hearing be continued having just re-
ceived discovery in the case. The
hearing was reset for Jan. 5 at 1:30
p.m. before Gater.

• Wind
continued from page 1

• Rock Creek
continued from page 1

• Auxiliary
continued from page 1
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Vickie Erickson, Chief (EMT-II) 
Dr. Karen O'Neill, Medical Director 

Kevin Knowlton, Lieutenant (EMT-II/FF1) 
Tom Vaden, Secretary/Treasurer (EMT-III) 
Charlene Saclamana, Training Officer (EMT-II) 

Rahnia Parker, Officer-At-Large (EMT-I) 
Alaine Tate, Administrator (CPR/First Aid) 

Seijiro Heck, Technician (EMT-I)
James Agloinga (CPR/First Aid)
Graham Becherer-Bailey (MICP) 

Jay Craft (EMT-II) 
Ben Froehle (CPR/First Aid) 

John Handeland (CPR/First Aid) 
Josh Hearn (MICP)

Geoff Hubert (CPR/First Aid)
Scott Johnson (EMT-II) 
Bertha Koweluk (EMT-I) 

Todd Langley (MICP) 
Charlie Lean (EMT-I)
Leah Noyakuk (ETT) 

Melissa O'Farrell (MICP) 
Mike Owens (MICP)

Wes Perkins (EMT-II, FF1) 
Loren Prosser (EMT-I) 
Lisa Schobert (EMT-I) 

THE “TOP TEN” WAYS TO AVOID THE EMERGENCY
ROOM DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

#10 Don’t go “through the river and over the woods”.
(Be careful of ice and overflow when traveling by snowmachine and four-wheeler.)

#9 Don’t “roast chestnuts on an open fire”.
(Be careful not to overload electrical outlets or leave wood stoves unattended.)

#8 Be careful “rocking around the Christmas tree”.
(Celebrate sanely and wisely.)

#7 Respect the “silent night”. 
(Drive cautiously in the dark.)

#6 Beware of the “the new fallen snow”.
(Shovel snow slowly, stop periodically to rest.)

#5 Use caution “up on the house top”.
(Be careful hanging lights outside the house.)

#4 Watch for “Frosty the Snowman”.
(Dress appropriately for the weather.)

#3 Yield to sleighs.
(Obey the rules of the road when walking or driving.)

#2 Don’t partake in “sugar plums”.  (No street drugs.)

#1 The Christmas spirit is NOT what you drink;  it is how you THINK!
The assistance and team spirit of the Nome Police Department, Nome police dispatchers and Nome Fire Department

Volunteers have helped make the NVAD successful and proud.  Thank you all so much.

Daniel Stang (ETT)
Danielle Sylvester (EMT-I) 

Craig Teesateskie (CPR/First Aid) 
Bill Tweet (EMT-I) 

Darell Tweet (EMT-I) 
Elsie Vaden (EMT-I) 

Jim West, Jr. (EMT-I/FF1) 
Heather Williams (EMT-II) 

Hunter Michelbrink (Honorary Member) 
Clyde Iyatunguk (Honorary Member) 
Lillian Komakhuk (In Memorium)

Best Wishes for a Healthy and Happy Holiday Season from the
NOME VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE DEPARTMENTNOME VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE DEPARTMENT

Story and photo by Reba Lean
Francis Alvanna, 69, spent his

early years on the isolated King Is-
land. Before he came to Nome for
his high school years in the early
1950s, he remembers the Christ-
mases he celebrated with the com-
munity on the Island. 

“Every year we would go to the
schoolhouse and watch a play,” he
said. The schoolhouse was the largest
building on the small island—big
and white. The play was the same
each year, the priest’s own spin on
Christmas. Mary and Joseph’s cos-
tumes were made from sheets, while
the shepherds’ were made from
burlap bags. Francis was a shepherd.
There were also about 30 sheep
played by younger children. People
would go watch in their brand new
mukluks and new parkas they got

every Christmas. 
At home they each had a tradi-

tional American stocking, and his
was full of candies and crayons. At
midnight, they would attend Mass.  

Francis referred to Rie and Juan
Muñoz’s book, The King Island
Journal, in which he’s featured a
couple times in photographs as a
child. He remembers their years on
the island and the 1951 Christmas
described. The couple generously
wrapped 150 gifts for students, ages
five to 19, and made fruitcakes for
several families. 

Francis also remembers a Christ-
mas dinner that the whole island con-
tributed to. In the Muñozes’ book,
Juan talks about how Rie made a
baked spaghetti dinner for more than
150 people. Others brought bread
and Eskimo ice cream containing

berries, salmon eggs, reindeer fat and
seal oil, of which Juan said he could
only swallow “with the help of a
large piece of bread, and many
mouthfuls of coffee.”

The day after Christmas, the vil-
lage gathered in the evening for Es-
kimo dancing. For the rest of the
days until New Year’s, the kids com-
peted in Eskimo games. 

Nowadays Francis spends Dec. 25
with his wife, Edna, his seven grown
kids and still attends the midnight
mass. 

Story and photo by Sandra L. Medearis
They had community carolers, a big live tree

cut fresh from the country and hauled in on a
sled by snowmachine or dog team, but for
Amber Bradley, Christmas in Unalakleet was
about grandparents and family.

“I remember so much about going over to
my Grandpa Shacky and Laurina Ryan’s house.
We had a big huge Christmas dinner, almost as
big as Thanksgiving,” Amber said. “My fa-
vorite was the turkey stuffing. There was my
mom, Karen Bradley, my dad, Fred Ryan Jr.,
and my five siblings.”

They were lucky that her grandparents had a
present for them to open on Christmas day,
Amber said. 

“On Christmas Eve we would get to open
one present, but always ended up opening all
our presents—socks, clothing and Barbies,”
she said. “We tried to save at least one, but that
never happened.”

As a child, the Christmas tree was almost as
important to her as the presents.

“Most people had a real live Christmas
tree. I love the smell of the pine needles. My
favorite part was decorating it. We had fun
making decorations. One time we made little
beaded felt hearts or Christmas tree shapes
that were frames for pictures,” Amber re-
membered. “Once I made a big Santa with
cotton and a paper suit colored red. That sticks
in my memory.”

The family always watched Christmas
movies. One movie was very educational in
teaching her a lesson.

“When I was about 7 years old, we watched
‘The Christmas Story.’ Something that hap-
pened in there influenced me to try putting my
tongue on a cold metal boat. I thought maybe
my tongue wouldn’t stick,” Amber laughed. “I
had to test it, but it did. I was outside alone. I
had to pull it off, and it was cut.”

Christmas day might hold ice-skating on the
Unalakleet River near the house.

On the way to visit other folks, the family
would stop by the home of her maternal grand-

parents, Ransom and Annabelle Bradley, to
visit and give presents.

Amber Bradley said she strongly believes in
Santa Claus.

Mukluks, midnight mass and Eskimo games

MEMORIES—Francis Alvanna
points out a picture of him as a
young boy in The King Island
Journal as he reminisces of Christ-
mases past. 

Over the river and through the woods in Unalakleet
“On Christmas Eve

we would get to
open one present,

but always ended up
opening all our

presents.”
– Amber Bradley
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By Sandra L. Medearis
Erna Rasmussen’s homespun

Christmas unfolded on a small fam-
ily farm in the mountains of Norway
where hard work put the Christmas
dinner on the table.

“Most of our presents were knit-
ted or crocheted,” Erna laughed,
telling her tale over the dining room
table in her home on Fourth Avenue.
“If anyone got a purchased present
from the store, that was wonderful!

“My older sister Ingeborg [Han-
deland] and my mother, Amanda,
knitted all kinds of things—curtains,
tablecloths, almost everything we
needed was made at home. Mother
clipped the wool, washed it, carded
it and spun it into yarn. Then we

made what we needed. I must have
learned to knit the same time I
learned to walk.”

The family—mom, dad, three
daughters and four sons— provided
their food from their farm—potatoes
from the garden patch, meat from
cows and sheep they raised, clothing
from the sheep, chickens and eggs,
nut and fruit trees. They cranked but-
ter in a churn.

“That was hard work. Your arm
got very tired,” Erna laughed.

From such hard work came their
bountiful holiday dinner, the center
of the Christmas Eve family celebra-
tion.

“The big celebration was always
Christmas Eve, and it was for just

the cozy family of the household,”
Erna said. “Every business closed
at 2 p.m. On Christmas Day, we had
church and parties with the ex-
tended family. The second day we
had more parties with extended
family and relaxation. It was very
nice. The third day we went back to
regular activities.”

The tree came in the door Christ-
mas Eve, selected by her brothers
from the countryside of spruce trees
standing among the birches.

One of the best parts, Erna re-
members, was when they would
carefully move the tree away from
the wall so everyone in the family
could join hands to walk around the
tree singing carols. That wasn’t all.
They played games, too. 

“That was always the tradition,”
Erna said.

Then came time for “white
mush.” 

“We called it “white mush.” You

would call it “rice pudding. Who-
ever found the almond hidden in
the pudding won a piece of marzi-
pan,” Erna said.

The family had to take extra cau-
tion in moving the tree when she was
small, as the home didn’t have elec-
tricity, so her mother clipped small
candles onto the branches for lights.

Spareribs starred in the Christmas
Eve feast. There were blueberries,
cranberries and currants from sum-
mer trips to their cabin where they
gathered grass for hay while the
sheep grazed open range on the hill-
side. Fruit juice, potatoes and other
vegetables came from the root cellar.

We would butcher lambs and
cows, put them in salt brine, then
hang them in the loft upstairs to drip
and dry,” Erna said. “ The meat, the
spareribs were so wonderful when
you cooked them in the oven!”

When Erna was younger, the
Christmas festivities never flowed

along without interruption.
“One of my brothers or my father,

Aadne, would suddenly remember
that the cows needed more hay or
something else needed to be tended
in the barn. They would go out.”
Erna grinned.

“A few minutes later, Santa would
barge in and drop a big burlap bag
off his shoulder onto the floor. We
children never caught on.”

Oh what fun it is ...

Merry Christmas

Happy New Year!

Happy Holidays
from Nome Liquor 
& Nome Grocery!

to wish you a 

and a

And to tell you how much fun
we had serving you this year!

Wayne and Carrol, Jerry and Joan,
Dale and Lynn, Gene J., Arnold F.,
Billy, Bill,     Arnold M., Walter, Rachel,
Chris, Edwin, Rachel B. & Justin

Erna enjoys homegrown Christmas

• News briefs

maximum temperature rise to below
2° Celsius; the commitment to list
developed country emission reduc-
tion targets and mitigation action by
developing countries for 2020; $30
billion short-term funding for imme-
diate action until 2012 and  $100 bil-
lion annually by 2020 in long-term
financing, as well as mechanisms to
support technology transfer and
forestry. The accord was reached be-
tween the U.S., China, India, Brazil
and South Africa. Many developing
countries and climate change ac-
tivists were disappointed with the
non-binding outcome and the mere
recognition of the accord by 193 na-
tions. During the UN conference
chaos ensued as many non-govern-
mental organizations were expelled
from the climate talks and thousands
of people demonstrated outside the
conference venue, demanding cli-
mate justice.

In reactions, Alaska Sen. Lisa
Murkowski called the climate deal
an “economically damaging climate
action non-starter” and said in a
statement that despite the Senate ma-
jority's failure to prioritize a climate
bill ahead of the negotiations in
Copenhagen, the past two weeks
have made clear that domestic legis-
lation would not resolve the full
range of fundamental, international
disagreements. She took an isola-
tionalist’s approach to global climate
change and said that this matter must
be addressed in a way that strength-
ens the US economy and bolsters the
American energy security. She said
the American climate policy needs to
stand on its own because it would be
the right approach for the country, re-
gardless of the actions other nations
do, or do not, take.

The non-binding and non-com-
mittal nature of the accord also drew
criticism from environmental

groups. Kieran Suckling, executive
director of the Center for Biological
Diversity, said that merely acknowl-
edging the weaknesses of the deal
does not excuse its failings. Suckling
warned that humankind stands at the
precipice of climatic tipping points
beyond which a climate crash will be
out of anybody’s control. He said the
only hope that flows from Copen-
hagen stems from the birth of a di-
verse global movement demanding
real solutions and climate justice.

Denali commission has new
federal co-chair 

U.S. Commerce Secretary Gary
Locke appointed Alaskan Joel
Neimeyer as the federal co-chair of
the Denali Commission. Neimeyer is
a former program manager for the
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consor-
tium to the Denali Commission and
will be the first Alaska Native to
serve as head of the commission.
The Denali Commission is a federal-
state partnership designed to provide
critical utilities, infrastructure and
support for economic development
in Alaska by delivering federal serv-
ices in the most cost-effective man-
ner possible. 

The Denali Commission operates
hundreds of projects in rural com-
munities across the state. A civil en-
gineer, Neimeyer has worked as a
program officer through the Alaska
Native Tribal Health Consortium and
as an environmental health officer
for the Indian Health Service. He is
active in civil affairs in Anchorage as
president of the Anchorage Neigh-
borhood Health Center Board and is
a board member of the United Way.
Neimeyer starts work at the Denali
Commission on January 3. Sen.
Mark Begich recommended
Neimeyer to the Obama administra-
tion. George Cannelos held the post
prior to Neimeyer.

continued from page 3

Nome

Kotzebue

Bering AirBering Air
Merry Christmas!

It only happens
once a year...
Over Christmas, Bering Air
leaves the flying to Santa.

www.beringair.com • 907.443.5464 • Box 1650, Nome, AK  99762
We thank our staff & customers for a great year and look forward to serving you in 2010!

Bering Air is closed a partial day on Dec. 24
then all day on Dec. 25 - 26 and Jan. 1.

The XYZ Center
is looking for
donations of

unopened
puzzles.They
have had past
problems of

missing pieces.
Please bring donations to
the XYZ Center next to the

City Offices.  
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Anchorage
(907) 341-2250
877-341-2250

7780 Old Seward Hwy

Fairbanks
(907) 458-9049
888-868-9049
1919 Van Horn

www.equipmentsourceinc.com
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Powered by America’s
#1 Selling Engine.

6-45kW Sets
Single and Three Phase
1800 RPM Diesel Engine

Skid Mounted
Many Standard Features

Customization Available:
Arctic Enclosure

Helicopter Lift Frame
Long Run Oil Pan

Auto Start Packages
Custom Built Fuel Tanks

Motor Starting Gen Ends
Space Saver Gen Ends

Plus Much More!

Inge tells of Norwegian-
Nome Traditions

By Reba Lean
On a cold December day, Inge-

borg Handeland, 86, can be found in-
side her cozy yellow house with a tin
of Norwegian sand cookies and re-
calling her earlier Christmases in
both Sirdal, Norway and Nome. 

“We didn’t have Santa Claus in
Norway when I was growing up,”
she said. Instead, on Christmas
mornings, she and her siblings would
receive a present from their parents.
Inside the present was always a
clothing item, “new mittens or new
socks most of the time.” Neverthe-
less, Christmases were memorable
and Ingeborg can recollect all the
way back to age three.

In 1953, the Handelands came to
Nome. Ingeborg and her husband
Kai were brand new to the American
ways of Christmas and she remem-
bers that first year. In a house across
from the now-XYZ Center, “We put

our tree in the middle of the floor,
and it was just me and my husband.
We just walked around the tree and
held hands and sang our Norwegian
Christmas songs.”

Seven years later, their son John
was born, and then Arne in 1962, and
finally Linda in 1963. Their chil-
dren’s early Christmases were spent
in the American tradition with a Nor-
wegian twist. “Then we knew about
Christmas because then we had lived
in America. We knew about presents
and we knew about Christmas par-
ties.” But still, her son Arne said,
they would celebrate with a few
tricks learned in Norway. For their
Christmas feast, it was primarily
Norwegian food like the potato dish
called lefse that all the kids really
seem to love, and a prune and apricot
pudding. Most presents were opened
on Christmas Eve, he said, “It was
more exciting than Christmas.”

They would sing around the tree
LOVE IS IN THE SNOW (above left)–Doug Martinson’s forklift left an unintentional pair of hearts on a snowy
driveway.

IS THIS FOR ME? (above)–One year old Ernest Henry closely examines the Christmas present he recieved
at the VFW Children’s Party on Dec. 20.

REMEMBERING FONDLY, EARLIER CHRISTMASES (left)–Ingeborg Handeland tells of past Christmases
in Sirdal, Norway and Nome.

Photo by Doug Martinson

Photo by Denise Olin

Photo by Reba Lean
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wishes all our friends and customers a 
Merry Christmas

and 
Happy New Year!

The staff at

BEAUTIFUL CATHEDRAL—Oscar Contreras shows the large church, Jesus de Milagros, that was the cen-
ter of activities in his enviable story of Christmas celebrations in El Salvador

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis

Watch out
for Torito!

By Sandra L. Medearis
Oscar Contreras is standing be-

hind the bar at Airport Pizza, talking
to folks. Happy memories animate
his face. His eyes flash as they reflect
the Christmas Eve fireworks in the
plaza. He puts his arms out, moose-
rack wide, and steps side to side.
Torito, all dressed up in his disguise,
is running around the cobblestones
and after young Oscar right now, the
same way he waved his fireworks
and ran after squealing kids in Con-
treras’ native El Salvador years ago.

Oscar’s audience leans forward
into the drama of his Christmas story.
They can hear the guitars, smell the
cypress trees, hear the feet dancing
in the square in front of the cathedral,
feel the warm air on the arms of par-
ents sitting on benches in short-
sleeved shirts.

“We went to church first, Mid-
night Mass, then everyone went into
the plaza for feasting, dancing, play-
ing music. The whole town got to-
gether in the park, all night long.
Everyone was waiting for Torito, the
little bull. He ran around like light-
ning, like he was on fire with fire-
works. It was the same guy for many
years,” Oscar said, speaking of men
who traditionally put on cages cov-
ered with fireworks and charge at the
crowd.

“We had turkey and special bread

in long loaves baked for that night.
The women had been baking for the
families, for the neighbors. There
were lights all over the church and
many, many Christmas trees,” Oscar
said. “Religion was strong. The other
churches joined us at Jesus de Mila-
gros, our big, big cathedral. There
were little gifts for all the kids. The
community got together and really
took care of the kids. It was all about
sharing and taking turns. It was a
good time for everybody. All our ar-
guments were forgotten.”

Taking turns?
“You go to the church and they

give you a day. You are so glad when
your family gets their day. On your
day before Christmas, everyone
comes to your house,” Oscar ex-
plained. “Everyone meets at the
church and then walks in a body to
the house where it is their turn. They
open their doors and everyone goes
in at once. We share our food. We
celebrate. We talk. If a family doesn’t
have enough, the community and the
church take all the food to the house” 

Where in El Salvador?
“The town is Coatepeque, but it

doesn’t matter. It is the same all over
Central America—Panama,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica,
El Salvador—we all have that same
culture, that same celebration,”
Oscar said.

Thank you, friends and patrons, you are so near and dear,
Stop by for Christmas kinship, or some frosty Holiday cheer!

And if this season finds you away and someplace far,
We hope it’s soon we’ll see you at the good ‘ol Breakers Bar!

Cussy~2009

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us!

AWWW (above right)–Mrs. Claus attempts to comfort Karmun John-
son, 2, as she sheds a tear from Santa shyness at the Children’s party at
the VFW.

CASSICAL MUSIC – Laura Davis from the band “Classical Trio” per-
forms at the City of Nome Christmas Extravaganza at the Old St. Joe’s
on Dec. 9.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
D

en
is

e 
O

li
n

Photo by Nadja Roessek



By George Schofield, 
Class of 1917

Another Christmas treat from the
archives of the Carrie M. McLain
Memorial Museum. This article orig-
inally appeared in “The Aurora,
‘13” the yearbook published by the
students of the Nome High School for
the year 1912-1913 in Nome, Alaska. 

The trip to Pilgrim Hot Springs in
1912 involved the use of a pupmobile
drawn by a dog team on the old rail-
road tracks up the trail to the north
of Nome along the route of the pres-
ent day Kougarok Road. The trip was
made by Frank Karrer, George
Schofield, Hilda Johnson, Elizabeth
Neuman and Harold Lyle (uncle of
Donna Lyle Morgan).  

All photos accompanying this story
are from the Frank Karrer Collection
at the Carrie M. McLain Memorial
Museum. Frank Xavier Karrer was
the superintendent, principal and
teacher at the Nome High School
from 1911 to 1914. The photo collec-
tion was given to the people of Nome
by Frank Karrer’s niece, Joan Karrer
Boose in 2002. Museum notes or com-
ments are italicized in parenthesis.

The advanced stage of twentieth
century civilization makes it easy for
the man of the city and the plains to
follow the “call of the wild.” He has
but to board a steamer or train to be,
within a few hours, in the heart of the
wilderness, or to take his touring car
or motor cycle and in a short time
leave behind him the noises of the city.

Traveling in Seward Peninsula is
quite different, for there the dog is in-
deed “man’s best friend,” ready at any
hour of the day or night to start on a
long mush at the call of his master.

Oh! for the joys of a ride in a dog-
mobile, with its intelligent motive
power! Who would not prefer it to
the automobile? No speed limits,
leaking tanks, punctured tires, and
the other griefs of the automobilists.

On the tenth of August last [1912],

a party from Nome started for an out-
ing at the Kruzamapa Hot Springs
[now known as Pilgrim Hot Springs].
Their dogmobile was a small flat car
about four feet by seven feet, drawn by
a string of bird dogs and malamutes.
They started about eight o’clock on a
sunny morning with just enough snap
in the air to be invigorating. The dogs
tugged at their lashes, eager to go, and
the crowd piled on at the word from the
driver and we’re off in a mad rush
across the tundra to the foot hills; past
the famous Little Creek and Bessie
pay-streaks, then steadily up, up, up
over the foot hills, and down again into
the valleys, between mountains along
the sides of which could be traced mile
after mile of ditches used for mining
purposes; across trestles in the neg-
lected road which hung in mid-air, held
together only by fish plates, where the
well trained dogs, unhitched from the
car by the driver, Floyd Wheeler,
jumped from the track, ran around the
wash-out, and were again hitched to
the car, all without a stop or a percep-
tible slackening of the speed. At noon
they stopped for lunch at the U.S. Road
House, [also known as Dorothy Creek
Roadhouse] thirty miles from Nome,
and the dogs were seemingly as fresh
as in the morning and the passengers,
after satisfying their hunger, were
eager for another ride. Night found the
tired but enthusiastic crowd at the Iron
Creek Road House where they de-
clared they had the best meal of their
lives, on game and fish cooked to the
hunter’s taste.

The next morning they were off
early and found it just as interesting as
the first day. From Iron Creek there
was a change in the scenery for they
were traveling around the Coast
Range, the Sawtooth Mountains,
whose majestic tops were covered with
snow even in the balmy August
weather. The vegetation became larger
and the bare iron-stained sides of the
mountains showed many colored in the
sun light. The road-bed grew worse,

the washout deeper, and in places there
were glaciers on the track which the
passengers had to walk around, and
places where the ties were entirely
gone, but the dogs pulled cheerily on.
At noon the party reached Cottonwood
and the end of their dogmobile ride.
From there they were taken down the
Kruzamapa River by the natives. 

The rabbits and foxes ran out and
took peeks at the strange intruders,
and from every direction could be
heard the songs of birds. After travel-
ing eleven miles of such a winding
river between mountain peaks so con-
stantly changing their direction that it
was impossible to believe they were
the same range, the weary travelers
landed on the bank of the river and
after a walk of a quarter of a mile
were at the Springs. And oh! those
trees. After living for years where
there are none it was like the first sight
of a long absent friend. Some said
they felt like hugging the trees. They
found their sojourn at the Springs all
and more than they had anticipated;
with a comfortable log house to live
in; delightful and rejuvenating hot
mineral baths; long walks among the
trees; hunting and picking berries;
fishing in the many lakes; rowing on
the river; and building bon-fires in the
evening around which they told sto-

ries; sang songs and toasted marsh-
mallows; so that when the three
weeks had expired and it was time to
return home no one wanted to go.

The trip back on the dog car had lost
none of its attractions, and as the hunt-
ing season had opened, there was
added excitement. The two leaders
were trained bird dogs, and as the car
was flying along the leaders would
suddenly stop and point and the
hunters would get off and in a few min-
utes come back with a bag of game. By
the time the car reached the road house
the party had over fifty ptarmigan.

The whole trip was a pleasant one
and one long to be remembered, and it
ended as it had begun, but with a fin-

ishing touch of enjoyment. Upon
reaching the top of the foot hills the
dogs suddenly stopped and looked
around at their master, who proceeded
to unhitch them, and after putting the
leaders on the car with the passengers,
and leaving the others to follow, gave
the car a push, and away it flew down
the mountain side giving the passen-
gers an exhilarating coast of over
seven miles, landing them within a
short ride of home. The unanimous
vote was that the outing had been a
success and they would go again.

Story and photos compiled by Cheryl
Thompson and Laura Samuelson of the
Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum.
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Helping People Reach Their
Financial Goals Since 1852®

© 2008 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (119783_11699) wellsfargo.com

Nome • 109A Front St • Nome, AK 99762 • 907-443-2223

Happy Holidays from Team Nome!

Wells Fargo was one of the first companies to do business in this community.

We helped open frontiers then and we continue to blaze new trails today.

Thanks for all your support over the years. 

Tribal council and staff wishes everyone
a wonderful and safe Holiday Season
and a prosperous 2010.

Our offices will be closed from Thursday, Dec. 24
through Monday, Dec. 28. We will also be closed
on New Year’s day. Happy Holidays!
For more information on events and closures
please visit us on the web at www.necalaska.org.

DEPARTURE (above)—The group loads up the pupmobile in Nome, getting ready to head north to the hot springs.

BOUNTY (right)—Hunter and author George Schofield poses with ptarmigan along the tracks on the way home.

A Seward Peninsula Outing

Photos courtesy of Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum



By Lillian Simson for the 1911
Aurora Yearbook

Yet another Christmas story from
the archives of the Carrie M. McLain
Memorial Museum

Northward from Nome may be
seen the low round-topped hills which
are four miles back on the tundra.
From the summit of these one can see
a number of granite-peaked moun-
tains that have the appearance of the
tooth of a saw. From this appearance
the Kigluaik Mountains received the
name of Sawtooth. This range is 15
miles wide and 60 miles long. 

Some of the peaks are capped
with snow. This is the only place
about Nome where there is “ice and
snow, the year around.” 

Mt. Osborne, the highest peak on Se-
ward Peninsula, is 4,700 feet high. The
north side rises nearly 3,000 feet in a
seemingly straight wall, which has evi-
dently been made by volcanic action
and looks as if it were polished. As it has
many different kinds and colors of rock
formation it makes one of the grandest
and most impressive views of Alaska.  

The Kruzemapa Hot Springs are
60 miles from Nome. The trip can be
made in one day by dog team.  

In the past as many as 100 peo-
ple have been there at a time, but
now the large hotel has been de-
stroyed by fire and fewer people can
be accommodated.  

They are near the Pilgrim River,
which flows north and then west of

them, where it empties into the Kuzi-
etriem River. 

The springs, by which many peo-
ple have been cured of their different
ailments, through the health-giving
properties of the water, bubble up
from the sand in the same manner as
other hot springs, even in the coldest
weather the creek is open and the
snow melted for a half mile around. 

The soil for a considerable distance
is warm. In some places by digging
for about three feet, water is reached;
in other places the ground is quite dry. 

East of the hotel there is a garden
of 12 acres and west of it is a potato-
patch of four acres. 

Four years ago 70 tons of the finest
flavored turnips, rutabagas, cauliflower,
radishes, lettuce, carrots and potatoes
were raised there. The last few years the
amount produced has not been so large. 

Near the springs is a large grove
of cottonwood trees, which are the
largest on the Seward Peninsula.
This is a very pleasing sight to the
people of Nome, as there are no trees
for many miles around, and cotton-
wood recalls a summer climate. 

Near the springs, in the Pilgrim River
that is very clear, grayling, trout, pike,
salmon and whitefish are plentiful.  

Rabbits and ptarmigan are also
found in abundance. 

In the winter, after the holiday sea-
son, many people of Nome find the
period of recreation at the Kruzemapa
Springs both pleasant and beneficial.
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The board and staff of 

Are wishing you and yours a warm
and bright Chritmas Season and
safety as you ring in the New Year!

Customer service 443-6310; after hours emergency dispatch 443-6321; main office 443- 6587

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year from the staff of Th e
Nome  Nugge t (and Santa too). We wish you and your family the
best this Holiday Season!  We are celebrating with family and friends and
are unavailable for this next week; our next publishing date is on Jan. 8.
Also  f r om Fl i p ,  Snoopy ,  Neve ,  Grubby  and  Zorro

The Hot Springs and
Sawtooth Range

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY (left)—A greenhouse at Pilgrim Hot Springs, or Kruzemapa Hot Springs as it was
called in the early 20th century, utilized steam pipes to provide heat for the plants and flowers.

STILL STEEP AND SNOWY (above)—The Sawtooth, or Kigluaik Mountains, whose majestic tops were cov-
ered with snow even in the balmy August weather in 1912 have beckoned hikers and adventurers for genera-
tions. The snow-covered peak is the Seward Peninsula’s high point, Mount Osborn.

Photos courtesy of Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum
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By Laurie McNicholas
Every Unalakleet elder, orphan

and child in a single parent house-
hold received Christmas cards with
gifts of cash early this month from
members of the Sewing Circle, an
organization dating back to 1887
when missionary Axel Karlson es-
tablished the community’s Covenant
Church.

The cash gifts are proceeds from
the annual Sewing Circle auction of
handcrafted goods and other donated
items held Nov. 27 in Unalakleet
Schools’ multipurpose room.  This
year’s auction produced a record
$22,000, reports Sewing Circle
member Heidi Ivanoff.  

“The auction was successful this

year due to good attendance, a good
selection of items and competitive
bidding,” Ivanoff noted.  “The top
selling item was a small beaded tap-
estry depicting a seal that went for
over $2,000.  That was the highlight
of the evening as the bids just kept
going up.  We also had moose jerky,
buckets of herring eggs on kelp and
many home-baked items.”  She esti-
mated attendance at a little less than
100 persons.  

“The doors opened at 4 p.m. to ac-
cept donations and display the
items,” Ivanoff said.  “Bidding
started at 6:30 p.m. and we were
done about 1 a.m.  This year the auc-
tioneers were Middy Johnson, Karl
Erickson, Jim Egli, Dave Cunning-
ham, Jeff Erickson and Herb
Ivanoff.”

Refreshments served midway
through the evening included a cake
baked by Sewing Circle treasurer
Judie Kotongan, coffee and juice.
Kotongan also made the seal tapes-
try.  Members of the Sewing Circle
sang a hymn translated into Inupiaq
that their mothers used to sing.  The
mothers and grandmothers of most
current members of the Sewing Cir-
cle were prior members of the or-
ganization.    

In previous years the Sewing Cir-
cle has raised from $12,000 to

$18,000 at its auction, always held
the day after Thanksgiving, mem-
bers told The Nome Nugget in an in-
terview last month during a meeting
of the group hosted by Olga Oy-
oumick, wife of Covenant Church
pastor Joel Oyoumick.  “We collect
85 percent of it that night,” Ivanoff
said. 

In addition to handmade products,
Sewing Circle members said auction
items have included donated berries,
salmon strips, bread, Bering Air tick-
ets and for fun one year, 20 pair of
men’s pants.  Winning bidders pay
for store-bought items immediately,
but for handcrafted products the
Sewing Circle may accept a down
payment of one third of the amount

bid on auction night.  Giving buyers
of handmade goods more time to pay
helps the Sewing Circle obtain the
best prices for them, Ivanoff ex-
plained.  

“Not just the Sewing Circle makes
things,” she noted.  “It’s really a
community-wide donating of hand-
made items.  We provide supplies of
cloth and yarn.”  She said most of
the funds raised at the auction are
distributed to elders and children a
week after the auction.  “The extra
money after gifting elders and chil-
dren goes for a variety of projects at
the Unalakleet Covenant Church, in-
cluding carpeting, renovations, roof-
ing, etc.,” she added.  “We keep
several hundred dollars in a kitty.”  

Other Sewing Circle members
present at the meeting were Judie
Katongan, Betty Oyoumick, Sarah
Oyoumick and Annie Woods, presi-
dent of the organization.  Woods said
her grandfather, Chief Nashalook,
met Axel Karlson in St. Michael and
invited him to come to Unalakleet.  

“Karlson was on his way to Rus-
sia, but he had missed the boat and
spent the winter in San Francisco,”
Woods explained.  “He could not
make it past St. Michael.  My grand-
father kept the missionary safe when
he first came to Unalakleet.  He kept
him in his home.”  She said some
Unalakleet residents were antago-
nistic toward Karlson at first.  

Sewing Circle members credited
Karlson’s wife, Hanna, with helping
to establish the organization in its
early years.   

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
MY WORD! —Conner Merrill examines his new dictionary, pro-

vided to selected grades at Nome Elementary by Rotary Interna-

tional District 5010 through Nome Rotary Club, just before the

spelling bee preparation kick-off. The edition contains high-interest

entries for students, including a long word that takes up a whole

page, American Sign Language, and other juicy information besides

words and definitions. District 5010 includes Alaska, Yukon Terri-

tory and eastern Russia.

Photo courtesy of Unalakleet
Sewing Circle

AUCTION HIGHLIGHT—This

handmade tapestry by Judie Ko-

tongan fetched just over $2,000 at

the Unalakleet Sewing Circle’s an-

nual auction Nov. 27.   Proceeds

from the auction, which yielded a

record $22,000, have been distrib-

uted as gifts of cash in Christmas

cards to all Unalakleet elders, or-

phans and children in single par-

ent households.  Kotongan serves

as treasurer of the Sewing Circle. 

Unalakleet Sewing
Circle auction yields
record $22,000
Elders and children receive Christmas money
from sale of handmade items
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Photo by Denise Olin

Photo by Denise Olin
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SINGING THEIR HEARTS OUT (top, left)— Kindergarteners (back
row, left to right) Parker Kenick, Darius Ferreira, Ethan Hannon and
Danielle Bogart, (front from, left to right) Cathy Nguyen, Hayley Bar-
rera, Paris Hebel and Serry Iyatunguk sing Santa Claus Is on His Way
during the kindergarten Christmas program Dec. 17.

NOTE FOR NOTE (top, right)—Mari Lammer’s class performs a
Christmas carol with garland and smiles at the Nome Elementary School
Christmas concert Dec. 16.

SWEET MUSIC (left, center)—Danny Karmun treats Nomeites and vis-
itors to a couple of accordion tunes during the City of Nome’s Christ-
mas Extravaganza at Old St. Joe’s Dec. 9.

BIG EYES (above)—Jens Hildreth, 3 1/2 months, looks a bit bewildered
upon meeting Santa Claus at the Alaska Native Brotherhood children’s
Christmas party Sunday.

Christmas
in Nome
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College of Rural & Community Development  
Fall 2009 Schedule online at: www.uaf.edu/rural

UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

CCaammppuuss  IInnffoo
Northwest Campus

11 -- 88 00 00 -- 44 77 88 -- 22 22 00 2211 -- 88 00 00 -- 44 77 88 -- 22 22 00 22

or call CRCD at

11 -- 88 66 66 -- 44 77 88 -- 22 77 22 1111 -- 88 66 66 -- 44 77 88 -- 22 77 22 11
Please contact your local campus for courses in your community

Spring 2010

Register for Spring 2010 Courses
November 23, 2009 - January 15, 2010

Bristol Bay Campus
students work on the
first electric car built in
Dillingham. To keep it
running, students are
also building a solar
and wind powered
docking station.

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis

Photo by Nadja Roessek

CHRISTMAS SPIRIT (above)—
Paige Shield, 9, proudly holds a
gift she made herself, while
Rhonda Scheider, left, and Paige
Shield stand behind her at the Old
St. Joesph’s Bazaar, Dec. 19.

IT’S OVER (top)!—Sam Bour-
don, center, achieves “lift-off” dur-
ing profuse applause at the end of
the Nome Elementary Christmas
program Dec. 16.

TOOTLE-OO—A large number of recorder flute players—these are just a few—played well in the Nome El-
ementary School Christmas program Dec. 16.

Sights and sounds of the season in Nome



By Jafet Lindeberg

A Christmas Gift from the archives
of the Carrie M. McLain Memorial
Museum

Your museum, the Carrie M.
McLain Memorial Museum, is fortu-
nate to receive an abundance of do-
nations every year. In early January
2009 the museum received a truly re-
markable gift in the form of an orig-
inal letter written by Jafet Lindeberg
who, as one of the Three Lucky
Swedes, discovered gold at Anvil
Creek in September 1898. Let’s let
the e-mails written to the Museum
provide the background.

January 13, 2009
Ms. Laura Samuelson, Would you

be interested in a letter written by
Jafet Lindberg, written in 1951 de-
scribing the discovery of Nome. If
you are I’d be happy to send you the
letter he wrote to me when I was 10
years old.    

Frank Cooper

January 13, 2009
Dear Frank,
Yes, we are very interested in

Jafet’s letter.  Jafet Lindeberg was
one of the founding fathers of Nome.
He was responsible for giving us
power and water. He was a generous
man who lived here until about
1923.  We admire him greatly. 

Sincerely,
Laura Samuelson

January 14, 2009
Dear Laura,
My mother and father were friends

of Jafet’s. My father and Jafet were
both miners and ran around with
each other.

When I was in the fifth grade we
were studying Alaska and my father
wrote Jafet and asked if he would
write a letter for me describing his
experience.

As a child I met Jafet a few times
but was too young to say I knew him.

I will send you the letter in the next
couple of days. I have held it for 58
years, it will be good to know it is
going somewhere that it will be ap-
preciated.

It was good to hear from you
Sincerely,
Frank Cooper

The letter was gifted to the Carrie
M. McLain Memorial Museum and
the people of Nome by Frank Cooper.
It was transcribed by Cussy Kauer
for your reading pleasure. Please
note that the transcription is not in-
tended to be correct in grammar or
spelling.  A few corrections have
been made (Golovin, Yukon). Mr.
Lindeberg was Norwegian.  His ac-
cent is often revealed in his written
words.

LETTER OF APRIL 23, 1951
FROM JAFET LINDEBERG TO
MASTER FRANCES COOPER

Written on letterhead belonging to
Nevada Tungsten Corporation, Post
Office Box 137, Mina, Nevada

April 23, 1951
Master Frances Cooper,
I have been informed that you are

studying Alaska and its natural re-
sources.  Among which is the gold
discovery in which I took part in
1898 about September.  Gold had
been discovered on the Seward
Peninsula about 1872 but had not
been considered in paying quantities.
What is meant not in sufficient
amount where a person alone or in
company with others could earn an
ordinary days wages or sufficient to
warrant him or them to abandon fur-
ther exploration of other areas where
more remunerative alluvial deposits
may exist. 

My two partners and myself had
explored for about a month in a dis-
trict where gold was found in the
Early spring of 1898 and named
Council City a distance of 50 miles
from Golovin Bay which was a trad-
ing settlement and missionary station

at the entrance to Fish River.  Coun-
cil City became a small town with
population of about 50 people and
has remained up to date about the
same.  

On September 4, 1898 my associ-
ates and myself decided to explore
the country further to the westward
and as we had two small boats we
loaded these two boats with supplies
food and mining equipment and trav-
eled down river to Golovin Bay and
there found a larger boat which we
repaired and reconditioned for our
purpose to travel along the open
coast westward.  

We left Golovin Bay on the 12 of
September 1898 and reached the first
river as an entrance to a Lagoon in
two days on the third day to a river
which we afterward name Snake
River Where we found it to be very
crooked.  We camped about 1/2 mile
up this river and while preparing our
dinner that we were very much in
need I dug a hole on a sand bar as
deep as my rubber boots permitted
and panned some dirt from the bot-
tom of the hole and found a few col-
ors of gold but not sufficient to pay
wages, only an indication that some
place there may be more.  Next
morning early we packed up for fur-
ther journey up the river which was
shallow in places and it took us two
days before we could see a creek
about two miles away meandering to
the river.  There we unpacked again. 

One of my partners Erick Lind-
blom and I started out to investigate
this creek while John Brynteson our
third partner stayed at the camp to
make it permanent.  We found fairly
good prospect on this small creek
which we then and there named
Mountain Creek.  The next day we
started out early providing ourselves
with mid-day meals and traveled
over large area of hills Eric digging
holes and panning. In most of the
creeks we found gold that we con-
sidered was in paying quantities as
the following days we located claim
for ourselves and others from whom

we had power of attornies.  We
named the creeks as well as the river,
Some of the mountains and natural
objects, the town Nome, also the
Cape which protrudes out to Bering
Sea.  We called it Cape Noon  and af-
terward changed the name to Cape
Nome.

Anvil Creek was named from a
rock which was visible for all of the
creeks and resembled an Anvil.
Snow Gulch was named from a Bank
of Snow or a glacier which was still
covering the lower end of the small
gulch late in September.  Moonlight
Springs was named as it happened
that we were late going back to our
camp on Snake River and the moon
was shining on the water in the
spring, so it was named Moonlight
Spring.  Dry Creek was named ap-
propriately because it was dry.  Rock
Creek was named because it was
very rocky.  Glacier Creek has a large
bank of ice in the late September so
we called it Glacier Creek.  

After about a week’s stay we re-
turned to Golovin Bay Mission Sta-
tion where we reported our discovery
of gold to a few men only to be kept
a secret until we had time to locate
our claims according to law and form
a mining district. That would take
more than three men as a recorder
had to be appointed and notices
given and recorded.  The Mission
Station owned an 8 ton schooner that
we wanted very badly, but the mis-
sionary wanted us to build him a
school house and church before he
would rent us the schooner.  This we
did in about five days as we hired
help and the season was nearing
close, ice would be forming on rivers
and also on the ocean shores as well
as on the bays. 

October 9 1898 we had loaded our
rented schooner and started out and
in two days we again entered Snake
River.  This time we were eight of us
and (illegible) we had unloaded the
ship and pulled it up the river about
1500 ft.  

The ice started forming on the
river and the next morning the river
was frozen over so we could walk on
the ice.  We were then 8 of us and
began packing camp equipment and
other supplies up to Anvil Creek
where we built our main camp from
which we traveled to different creek,
measured the claims that had been
located on our first trip the month be-
fore.  

After the claims were measured

and staked and placed on records ac-
cording to United States mining laws
and the regulation made by us who
formed the Cape Nome mining dis-
trict, we built “rockers” for washing
gold or separating gold from gravel
and sand.  We worked with these
primitive tools for about two weeks
and produced about $2,000 in gold
dust and small nuggets. 

There after we began our journey
back to Golovin Bay and St.
Micheals, which was and is the port
for the great Yukon River and the
British town of Klondike.  After ar-
rival to St. Micheals we notified the
outside world of our discovery.
Great many prospectors came to
Nome during the spring of 1899 and
staked claims in the Nome mining
district tho many of the prospectors
did not believe that there was any
placer gold in that area and left for
parts unknown.  

During the late spring and early
summer of 1899 gold was discovered
in the beach sands for 20 miles along
the sea beach and a great deal of gold
dust was mined from these sands.
The number of miners on the Nome
beach was about 1,500 and all of
them produced sufficient gold to re-
turn to their homes in the States to
live their natural way which in most
cases was farming and no doubt a
great many men acquired fortunes
from that capital gained from Nome
beach.  

The rest of the Alaskan history
you can find in your schoolbook and
your teachers can give you authentic
history of all the happenings to date.
I am at present mining tungsten in
this part of Nevada and especially in
Sodaville, which is your native place
to which you no doubt will return
when you have reached the age that
you have to earn your own living.  

I hope that you will always re-
member your mother and father who
have given you the chance to reach
manhood, given also a chance to
learn what others have accomplished
tho you must also learn that “he who
works gains what he works for and
that very little comes to the ones who
only wants and expect to get things
without work.”  My best wishes to
you as well as your brothers and sis-
ter and hope that you will always re-
member them. and that if any of
them need your help that you give it
without stint tho your mother and fa-
ther come first.

Jafet Lindeberg
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By His Own Pen – The Story of the Discovery of Gold at Anvil Creek

Courtesy of the Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum
THE THREE LUCKY SWEDES –Erik Lindblom, Jafet Lindeberg and

John Brynteson.  In his letter to a 10- year-old boy, Jafet writes, “He who

works gains what he works for and that very little comes to the ones who

only wants and expect to get things without work.”

Part of the letter written by Jafet Lindeberg
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We deliver Free to the airport and will send freight collect same day as your order.

(907) 443-2880or
1-800-680-NOME
COD, credit card & special orders welcome

Mon. - Fri. • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
120 West First Avenue (directly
behind Old Fed. Bldg./BSNC Bldg.)

NOME OUTFITTERS

Thank you to all of our friends and 
customers, have a very happy Holiday Season!

YOUR complete hunting
and fishing store

&

443-6768 or 304-2880/2355 (cell)
Monday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Sat & Sun

TRINH’S GIFT BASKETS/
your Authorized AT&T Retailer

“Thank you so much for all
your support for 2009” 
Happy Holidays and Happy
2010!
Mark and Trinh Johnson, 
family and our staff

Happy Holidays
to fans and
players alike! 

36th Annual
Lonnie O’Connor
Iditarod
Basketball Classic
March14 - 20, 2010

ENTRY FEE:  $200 DEADLINE: FEB 10 LATE ENTRY FEE:  $250
# OF TEAMS SLOTTED FOR EACH DIVISION:
Men’s: B (9), A (8), Open (5), Over 40 (4)  Ladies: B (8), Open (5)
MUST HAVE AT LEAST 4 TEAMS SIGNED UP BY FEB. 10 FOR A DIVISION TO OCCUR.
• Must be 19 years old OR 18 years old & a high school graduate
• Double elimination except Championship Game
• Players must use same color uniform with #s on one side
• Must not be more than 4 months pregnant
• Teams must arrange their own housing
Sportsmanship Nominations are due February 10
For more information, the rules or the sportsmanship 
nomination form email loibc@nome.net or call 
907-443-2867 during the evenings & weekends.
Mail entry fee, roster, division, team contact info to: 

LOIBC
Box 420
Nome, AK  99762

Photo by Nadja Roessek

TASTY TREAT–Donna Morgan hands Annie Conger a tasty plate of cake slices at the Helen Fagerstrom
Bazaar at the Community United Methodist Church.

Photo by Nadja Roessek

HOMEMADE ORNAMENT –Carmill and Mecca Goldsberry (age 3)
craft a Wooly Mammoth at the Ice Age Ornament Making Dec. 19 at the
Bering Land Bridge National Preserve.

Photo by Nadja Roessek

SWEET TOOTH–Abe Morris (left) and Jeren Morris enjoy candies
from the Christmas tree at the Nome Convention and Visitors Bureau’s
Open House Dec 19.
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1-800-478-9355

Thank you Alaska
Airlines, for giving
our Christmas
trees wings this
year! Thank you
for the continued
support!

Arctic ICANS —
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.

Wi s h i n g
y o u
t h e
v e r y
b e s t
d u r i n g
t h e
n e w
y e a r .

Happy  Ho l i d a yHappy  Ho l i d a y ss

443-2550

from Mercie McGuffy,
Vanessa Connors, Earl

Merchant III, Ryan Letares
and Gary Samuelson

By Sandra L. Medearis

Don’t get Kathy Crayon started on

Christmas stories. Kathy loves to tell

stories, and Christmas stories are at

the top of the list.

Here’s one:

“It was my last Christmas in upper

state New York, Troy, N. Y. I was in

the Fifth grade. Back in those days I

had a voice that was accepted in the

choir at St. Pats. My sister and I were

in the choir; my brother was an altar

boy. So Midnight Mass was not an

option. 

“We went to church, did our duty,

all the singing, all the Latin stuff.

“Lo, and behold! When we got

home, we discovered Santa had been

there!

“At the bottom of the stairs there

were two gifts. There was a blue

Huffy bike for me. Of course, I

couldn’t ride it until summer, but no

problem! I was just totally in awe of

Santa that he gave me a bike I could-

n’t ride in winter, but he was looking

ahead.

“The other gift was a Linda Lou

doll. A Linda Lou doll couldn’t just

come from anywhere, even from

Santa’s workshop. Someone had to

send in box tops. It was all on the

back of the cereal box. SOMEHOW,

Santa must have eaten enough of that

cereal to get that doll. 

“It was a big doll, about 16 inches,

with short black hair. It was one of

the few toys I took to California with

me six months later.”

But Kathy Crayon has only begun:

“When my nephew Michael was

three years old, the main thing he re-

ally wanted was a Wuzzles character

by Disney. It was a Bumble Lion

with stripes on the front and anten-

nae on his head.

“ But, my sister couldn’t find that

lion anywhere. All the stores were

sold out. But friends of my sister

went to Disneyland on Christmas

Eve, and I got a phone call. They

said there was one Bumble Lion, a

demo model, did I want it?

“’Of course,’ I said. That’s what

he wanted. If auntie could do it, they

always got what they wanted. I

wrapped him and set him under the

tree. It was all worth it when he un-

wrapped it and said, ‘Oh, Bumble

Lion! I knew you would find me.’”

“Then there was the time when

my youngest nephew…”

[Sorry, that’s all you get—more

Kathy Crayon stories next year!]

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
MISS KATHY—Always volunteering when she can, Kathy Crayon got
valuable help from the Wrenn brothers, Matthew and Jonah, in passing
out programs for the school Christmas extravaganza.

Crayon shares
colorful  Christmas
memories
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MMeerrrr yy   CChhrr ii ss ttmmaass
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HHaappppyy   NNeeww   YYeeaarr
from

Q Trucking

443-2388

Rave’N CutsRave’N Cuts
Call for Appointments

Sheri Fagerstrom, Owner 

443-8000

HH AA PP PP YY    HH OO LL II DD AA YY SS

Hair Cuts—Men, Women

& Children

Perms/Hi-lights/Color/Wax

Products Available

305 West 4th Avenue

(behind Hansons)

from:
Marty, Patti, Ernie, Andrew,

Jimmie & Shirley

Maruskiya’s

O come let us adore . . .
Warmest greetings and

heartfelt thanks to all
of our loyal friends

By Sandra L. Medearis
Allison Wrenn tells about a sur-

prising—but one of the best— pres-
ents she ever received.

When her son Matthew, now six
years old, was three, she was tickled
when he came home from pre-school
with a present for her.

Allison, recently moved here from
South Carolina with her husband Dr.
Neil Wrenn, loves to cook healthy
food from scratch.

“Anyone knows I do not cook in-
stant foods or prepared food from
boxes,” Allison explained. 

So, she had to laugh when she

pulled Matthew’s present from under
the tree and opened it.

“It was a cookbook with recipes
from the kids. Matthew’s recipe was
for the frozen meal Kid Cuisine.
[Yikes! 60-70 g of carbs, 600 plus
calories]:

KID CUISINE
• Take out of box.
• Stick in microwave.
• Push “Cook.”
• Sit down at table and eat.

“I was delighted, even reading the
other kids’ recipes. They were pre-
cious and brought tears to my eyes. I
love homemade gifts.”

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
LUCKY MOM—Allison Wrenn, with hubby Dr. Neil Wrenn, received

an addition to her cookbook shelf from son Matthew.

It’s the thought that
counts

A time to renew old friendships:
The Seattle Nome Picnic 2009

Photo by Laura Samuelson
REMEMBER SUMMER? —Rachael Ireton with her mother Anne Ire-
ton at the Seattle Picnic last summer.

By Laura Samuelson
The annual Nome Picnic held in

Seattle’s Woodland Park has been a
tradition for over 75 years.  Every
year the event brings together
Nomeites who no longer live in
Nome.  There is no such thing as a
former Nomeite, for once you have
lived here you cannot ever get Nome
out of your blood. 

At this year’s picnic there was yet
another eclectic mix of people with
amazing ties to Nome.  Meet Will
Russell. His dad was Bruce Russell
who was manager of United States
Smelting Refining and Mining
(USSR&M) from 1940-1957.  Will

set thaw points for USSRM, worked
at Marks Air Force Base and was
base engineer at Galena for Larry
Galvin.

Richard B. McNees first came to
Nome in 2009 on a Cruise West ship.
After a visit to the Carrie McLain

Museum, Richard decided to attend
the Seattle picnic. His brother John
A. McNees ran the Weather Bureau
in Nome from 1942 -1964. John was
also a Territorial Senator from
Alaska.  John bought Nome Bever-
ages/ Nome Bottling Works and bot-
tled Coca-Cola in Nome.  

Two sisters drove from Oklahoma
to look for family ties at the Nome

Picnic. They wanted to find out more
about their uncle who they believe
was a saloon owner in Nome from
about 1902 to about 1920 or 1930.
He changed his name when he
moved to Nome, so that makes this
search a little trickier. What they do
know is that their great uncle was
born Virgil Marion Allen 1854 in
Arkansas.  He left home at 14 and as
a cowboy rode with Pancho Villa.
The ladies thought that perhaps he
was affiliated with the Southern Sa-
loon.  The staff at the Carrie M.
McLain Memorial Museum did find

continued on pag 18
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Bible Baptist Church Service Schedule, 443-2144
Sunday School 10 a.m./Worship Hour 11 a.m. 

Community Baptist Church-SBC
108 West Third, 443-5448

Small Group Bible Study 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.

Pastor Bruce Landry

Community United Methodist
2nd Ave. West, 443-2865 
Sunday 11 a.m. Worship

Tuesday 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Thrift Shop — Tuesday & Thursday  7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Nome Covenant Church
101 Bering St. 443-2565 • Pastor Harvey

Sunday School 9:45 a.m./Sunday Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday: Fellowship Meal 5:30 p.m./Ladies’ Bible Study,

Mens’ Fraternity & Children’s Choir 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: Youth Group 7 p.m. (call 443-7218 for location)

Friday: Community Soup Kitchen 6 - 7 p.m.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
5th & Bering, 443-5295

Sunday School & Bible Study 9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11 a.m.

River of Life Assembly of God, 443-5333
Sunday School 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Service 6:30 p.m.

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 443-5527
Corner of Steadman and Kings Place

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Seventh-Day Adventist (Icy View), 443-5137 
Saturday Sabbath School 10 a.m.

Saturday Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Nome Church of Nazarene
3rd & Division, 443-2805

Sunday: Prayer Meeting 9:30 a.m./Sunday School 9:45
a.m./ Worship Service 11 a.m.

Church  Serv i c e s
Dir e c t o ry

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

February 19–

March 20

January 20–

February 18

December 22–

January 19

May 21–   

June 21

April 20–  

May 20

March 21–

April 19

August 23–

September 22

July 23–

August 22

June 22–

July 22

November 22–

December 21

October 23–

November 21

September 23–

October 22

D e c e m b e r  2 4  -  3 0 ,  2 0 0 9

Happy days are here

again,Capricorn. 

Get out the punch

bowl and let the

merrymaking 

begin. A friend

inadvertently gets 

a rumor started. Be

there for them.

Bodacious plans 

turn out beautifully.

A foe turns friend.

Financial woes end.

Could life get any

better, Aquarius?

Drama ensures at

work. Steer clear 

of it.

Just believe in

yourself, Pisces, 

and nothing will be

impossible. A furry

friend deserves a

special gift. Time is

of the essence with 

a home repair.

A friend bares 

their soul. Listen

carefully, Aries, and

comfort them from

the heart. Things will

get better with your

sage words and kind

embrace.

Magic surrounds

you, and miracles

crop up everywhere.

Enjoy the moment,

Taurus. Life will 

be back to normal

before you know it.

A hobby brings you

great joy.

A trio of wishes is

granted, and you

must thank all those

involved, Gemini. An

organization comes

calling, and you

gladly help them.

Clever planning

makes for extra

special times.

A stream of requests

makes for a harried

Cancer. Give, give

and give some more,

and you will receive

in abundance. Your

eye for detail is not

lost on a project.

Opportunity knocks.

Think twice before

you open that door.

You have a full plate

as it is, Leo, and

looks can be

deceiving. A trade

seems the best

solution to a problem.

A family member

proves an indomitable

spirit. Take a page

from their book,

Virgo, and approach

life with force. A

long-lost heirloom

makes its way to 

you again.

Make of it what 

you will, Libra, but

the facts speak for

themselves. All is 

not on the up and up.

The festivities bring

family closer together

than they have been

in some time.

Peace reigns at

home, and all is 

right with the world.

Gather everyone

together, Scorpio,

and spread the good

cheer. An array of

family recipes makes

for a spectacular

feast.

It is time for you 

to end a feud with 

a loved one. Ask 

for their forgiveness,

Sagittarius, and watch

your relationship

blossom. Songs of the

season put you 

in a festive mood.

George’s Rural Wholesale
Georgesruralwholesale.com        1-800-515-3702

Advantages of shopping with George’s
Rural Wholesale:

• No membership fees!
• Orders over $75.00 are FREE 

SHIPPING!
• Most items are sold in BULK!
• Shop from the comforts of your 

home!
• Place orders through our website or 

request a catalog!
It is as easy as clicking your mouse or  

dialing of your phone!

S t .  J o s e p h  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h
O n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  S t e a d m a n  &  W.  K i n g  P l a c e

Thursday, Dec. 24,
Christmas Eve:

Friday, Dec. 25,
Christmas Day:

Vigil mass - 7 p.m.
Caroling - 11:45 p.m. 
Mass - midnight

Mass - 10:30 a.m. 

Christmas Mass Schedule
Merry  Chr i s tmas  t o  one  and  a l l !

that an A. F. Schmidt owned the
Southern Saloon in 1901.  A J. Alan
was a bartender at the Southern Sa-
loon in 1901.  The Southern Saloon
was, of course, right across Front
Street from The Northern Saloon. 

Dorothy Hartford Pearce was
born in Nome in 1928 and lived here
until World War II.  She sends greet-
ings to Caroline McLain Reader.
Her dad was manager of USSRM
from 1926 until he died in 1950.
Dorothy last visited Nome in 1974.

And then there is Harry Vogen
whose family was in Teller during
the gold rush. He talked about his
grandmother, Ethel Marx and her
sister having a “baking tent” in
Nome in 1900.  

Those attending the Seattle Nome
Picnic held in August 2009 were:
Richard B. McNees, Dorothy Jo-
hansen, Grant Nelson, Dan Miller
Jr., Amanda Ladd, Maya Jo Miller,
Jim Walsh Sr., Tim Walsh, Jim
Walsh Jr., Sharon Doyle Wheat,
Dorothy Hartford Pearce, Jessie M.
Adams,  Anita Gray, Harry Vogen,
Eddie Adams, Malvene Adams,
Thelma Cobb Allen, Mary O’ Far-
rell, Tom Anderson, Al Buscio,
Sarah and Jerry Ringstad, Bethany
Ryals, William Hawk, Mary Ann
Moslerson, Barbara Dadd Shaffer,
John J. Shaffer, Gabriel Elachik,
Dorothy McLain,  Bunny Doyle
Heiner, Brent Painter, Anna Ireton,
Rachel Ireton, Doug Scott, Laura
Samuelson, Florence Amarok Lister,
William Amarok, Crystal Amarok

House, Roger Dipple, Dan Jones,
John Fern, Galdyce  Williamson,
Cary Williamson, Curtis & Shirley
Jacobs, Ruth Cook Greene, Fred
Greene, Lois Swanberg, Lance
Jensen, Bunny Fagerstrom Huffer,
Evelyn Wallace Washington, Bruce

Russell, Larry and Peg Amarok, Bud
Bard and picnic organizers Cherie
Galvin, Heather Galvin, Merna Karp
and Mike Fenno.  

continued from page 17

• Renew friendships

New Arrivals

Proud parents Angela Marie Pe-

natac and Will Graham of Fairbanks

announce the birth of their son,

Ramir Peter Penatac Graham.  He

was born Dec. 8 at 11:14 a.m.

weighing in at 9 lbs. and 12 oz.

Proud maternal grandfather is

Joseph Martin Penatac aka Joe of

Fairbanks and Auntie Nancy

Analoak of Nome.

Haywood and Helen Malloy of
Anchorage announce the birth of
their daughter, Maya Michelle Mal-
loy. She was born Sept 14, at 1:59
a.m weighing 6 lbs 6.2 oz and 19.5

inches long at the ANMC in An-
chorage. She joins her proud broth-
ers Miguel Malloy and Bradley
Ningealook. Her paternal grandpar-
ents are Joanne and Anthony Keyes
of Wales. Paternal grandfather is
Danny Ningealook of Anchorage,
and great-grandmother is Marjorie
Ningealook of Shishmaref. Maternal
grandparents are Angela Hale and
Haywood Malloy, both of North
Carolina.

Bush Pilot

Folks in Nome will enjoy first-

person stories of one of Alaska’s pi-

oneer bush pilots, who served Alaska

from 1934 to 1941.  Roy Dickson

had heard of Nome from his flying-

school friend, Hans Mirow of

Mirow Air Service.

Dickson made frequent trips to

Nome and became the first to fly air-

mail to Shishmaref in November,

1938.

Roy found the July 4 celebration

in Nome quite fascinating and

recorded Eskimo games and high-

lights in moving pictures, which are

now available on DVD.

Roy Dickson 1930s Alaska Bush
Pilot the book recently released by

Dorothy Dickson McLaren and Roy

Maya Michelle Malloy

Dickson, Jr., is available locally at

Arctic Trading Post, phone 907-443-

2686.

Dickson flew for Alaska Explo-

ration and Mining Company, McGee

Air Ways, Star Air Lines and

founded Bering Sea Airways.  For

i n f o r m a t i o n

www.alaskabushpilot.org

Handeland appointed as stu-
dent rep to state board

The Alaska State Board of Educa-
tion has named Mt. Edgecumbe
High School student Donald Hande-
land of Nome as student advisor-
elect until June 30, 2010, after which
Handeland will serve as the board’s
student advisor for the following 12
months. Handeland has a 3.9 grade
point average, including advanced
courses, and has served on Youth
Court and the Student Council. He is
the son of Dana and Arne Hande-
land. The board made the appoint-
ment while meeting in Anchorage
Dec. 10-11.

By Pastor Mike Christian, River of Life Assembly of God
For the Nome Ministerial Association

“The Gift of God”
“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, and Prince of Peace.   Of the increase of his government and peace there will be
no end.  He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and up-
holding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the
Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” Isaiah 9:6-7 

As I read these words I can’t help but think about the beauty of Christmas.   As exciting as
the multi-colored lights, the beautiful trees with all the tinsel and bright colorful bulbs, and the
wonderfully wrapped gifts are, I stand back in awe at the most beautiful gift that has ever been
given to any of us throughout the years.  I’m talking about the “Gift of God,” Jesus Christ, his son.
This “Gift” did not come wrapped in brightly colored paper with a shiny bow; instead it came to
us in the form of a newborn baby.  A baby that was born in a manger.   On that first Christmas, there
were no lights strung across the streets.  There were no trees decorated with colorful bulbs, tinsel
and lights.  It was a night just like any other night, with one exception: the Son of God, Jesus Christ
was born.  Oh what a night!

I look at this passage in the book of Isaiah and my heart leaps with joy as I begin to recog-
nize how precious this gift from God truly is to me.  Throughout the years, He has proven himself
to be my wonderful counselor.  I cannot count the times Jesus has spoken to me through the word
of God and brought direction to my life.  His concern for me and my difficulties has always been
shown by his loving words and instruction.  As far as being “Mighty God” is concerned; he has not
only shown me his awesome power, but has provided that power for me to live in on a daily basis.
It is truly “in him that I live and move and have my being.” Christ has proven to me that He is al-
ways there for me, regardless of the circumstance or situation I may be facing.  Never has he let
me down.   And finally, he has always, and continues to bring his wonderful peace to my life.  With-
out the peace of God being present in my heart and soul, my life would be in shambles.  My exis-
tence would be meaningless.  But because Christ lives, I can truly say, “I can face tomorrow.”  He
is the glorious lord of glory, my friends.

My prayer for each of us this Christmas is that we will all recognize Jesus Christ
as the most precious “gift” we have ever received.  And that we will also allow Christ
to rule in our hearts and minds so that we can experience all that he has for us.

He is truly the “gift that keeps on giving!”   May you and yours have a wonderful,
blessed Christmas and a glorious and Happy New Year!

Saying it SincerelyAll Around the Sound
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Name:______________________

Address:_________________________

City:______________________Zip:_______

Phone, Fax or e-mail __________________________

Week Seventeen

Enter your Picks by Wednesday, December 30th.

&

One entry per person per week, please.

KICY
AM-850 & ICY 100.3 FM

It’s easy to win!  Simply fill out the

form at the left and drop it in the entry

box at Nome Trading Company.  Pick

the most winners & you’ll win a $25

Gift Certificate redeemable at  Nome

Trading Company.  Each week, all

entrants who pick at least ½ of the

games correctly will be qualified for

the grand prize drawing of a

A drawing will be held to determine the

weekly winner in the event of a tie.

Listen to the Breakfast Club at 8:20 AM

on KICY  AM-850 and the Coffee

Crew on ICY 100.3 each Wednesday

to learn who won the Pigskin Picks of

the week and who’s qualified for the

drawing!

$500
Gift Certificate from

Nome Trading Co.

PIGSKIN PICKS
2009

Sunday, Jan. 03

( ) Indianapolis ( ) at Buffalo

( ) Atlanta ( ) at Tampa Bay

( ) San Francisco ( ) at St. Louis

( ) Cincinnati ( ) at N. Y. Jets

( ) N. Y. Giants ( ) at Minnesota

( ) Pittsburgh ( ) at Miami

( ) New Orleans ( ) at Carolina

( ) Jacksonville ( ) at Cleveland

( ) Philadelphia ( ) at Dallas

( ) New England ( ) at Houston

( ) Chicago ( ) at Detroit

( ) Washington ( ) at San Diego

( ) Tennessee ( ) at Seattle

( ) Green Bay ( ) at Arizona

( ) Kansas City ( ) at Denver

( ) Baltimore ( ) at Oakland
Johnson CPA LLC

Certified Public Accountants

Business and personal income tax preparation

and planning 

Computerized bookkeeping and payroll services 

Financial statements

•

•
•

122 West First Avenue • Nome, AK 99762

443-5565

For ALL your accounting needs!

Please call for an appointment.

Mark is in the office daily • 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Milton D. Johnson, CPA

Mark A. Johnson, CPA

The Aurora Inn and Stampede staff
wishes everyone a Happy Holidays
this Season, and to have a safe and
prosperous New Year!

&
302 E. Front St

P. O. Box 633

Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606
www.aurorainnome.com

By Loren Prosser
Now’s the time many of us make

resolutions for the New Year.  With
holiday bills arriving in the mail and
tax season just around the corner, it’s
smart to make sure those resolutions
include taking a fresh look at your fi-
nancial picture and setting new fi-
nancial goals and habits for 2010.

Do resolutions help?  According
to a study reported in the Journal of
Clinical Psychology, people who
make explicit resolutions are 10
times more likely to reach their goals
than people who don’t.  The 2002
study* found 40 percent to 45 per-
cent of American adults make one or
more resolutions a year – and nearly
half maintain them six months or
longer.  

We jump into January with great
intentions.  Yet for some, the goal of
financial fitness fades into February
then drops off the calendar entirely.
The reason?  They don’t know where
to begin.  These ideas can help you
stay on track:

Talk to your banker – One great
way to get a jumpstart on a new fi-
nancial plan is to meet with a per-
sonal banker or financial advisor.
Just like staying on a New Year’s
diet, a little support and guidance
from a “coach” can help you put to-
gether a great plan and turn it into an
effective strategy you can stick with.

Set goals. When it comes to
achieving financial success, you
need to know where you are headed.
Write down your financial goals –

down payment on a home, college
education for the kids, paying off
high credit card balances.  Add
short-term goals such as saving for
vacation because early success can
encourage you to keep going long-
term.  Some financial institutions
offer online tools that allow you to
establish savings goals and monitor
your progress toward reaching them.
Be specific about the amount you
will need and the target date for
reaching each goal, then set up a sav-
ings plan that will get you there.  

Take stock. Add up all your ex-
penses for at least a month.  Again,
some financial institutions have on-
line tools to help monitor transac-
tions and track spending.  With many
online services, you can download
transaction records directly to per-
sonal finance software, making it
even easier to monitor your costs –
no more sifting through shoeboxes
stuffed with receipts at tax time.
What’s more, online services could
help you reduce taxes by keeping
track of every deductible expense.  

Make two lists of expenses – es-
sentials such as mortgage, taxes,
food and insurance, and non-essen-
tials (or at least more flexible costs)
such as entertainment and clothing.
You may be surprised at how much
you’re spending on the non-essen-
tials.  After you’ve taken stock of
your expenses, it’s important to con-
tinue to keep track of your finances.
Sign up for online banking and on-
line bill payment services, which
allow you to set up automatic pay-
ments for recurring expenses.  

Cut costs. How can you save
when you spend every dime to meet
expenses?  You don’t need to live
like a miser to trim dollars from your

monthly expenses – yet you do need
to pay attention to every purchase
and avoid impulse buying.  Look
again at those costs – you might find
considerable savings. 

For instance, does your financial
services company have a relationship
approach to service?  In other words,
does the company offer you more
value and discounts – in time and
money – the more business you do
with them?  Be sure to ask how you
may qualify for relationship benefits
that can reduce or even eliminate
fees.    

Also, talk with your insurer about

how you can lower your insurance
costs – and shop around for dis-
counts.  For example, many insurers
offer a discount if they insure your
home and your vehicles.

Cut credit card debt. According
to the Federal Reserve, consumer
credit debt in the United States to-
taled about $990 billion at the end of
2008.  The average amount of credit
card debt per household is estimated
at about $8,500.  

If you have large credit card bal-
ances, consider a home equity loan

Jump into January to start a year of good financial habits

Photo by Denise Olin
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS—Franklyn Ahkvaluk, a freshman at Mt.
Edgecumbe in Sitka, is back in Nome for the holidays.

continued on page 21
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Deadline is noon Monday•(907) 443-5235•Fax (907)443-5112 e-mail ads@nomenugget.com

MUNAQSRI Senior Apartments • “A Caring Place”
NOW taking applications for one-bedroom

unfurnished  apartments, heat included

“62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age”

•Electricity subsidized; major appliances provided

•Rent based on income for eligible households

•Rent subsidized by USDA Rural Development

515 Steadman Street, Nome

EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER

PO BOX 1289 • Nome, AK  99762

Helen “Huda” Ivanoff, Manager

(907) 443-5220

Fax:  (907) 443-5318

Hearing Impaired: 1-800-770-8973

443-7368
www.NomeSweetHomes.com

*INCOME PROPERTY*
BELMONT POINT TRIPLEX

3-1br units, fully rented - $175,000
DUPLEX NEAR NEW HOSPITAL SITE

507 E N St -  $265,000
DUPLEX MIDTOWN – GREAT ROI

205 E 3rd Avenue - $165,000
*SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL*

2br/1ba NEAR REC CENTER
607 Steadman - $145,000
OCEAN FRONT PROPERTY

Heated and plumbed shop; detached
rental unit

1002 Front Street - $350,000
4BR/2BA W/FENCED YARD,   LAWN, DECK

Heated shop with plenty of storage
410 4th Avenue - $290,000

*LAND*
Base of Anvil Mountain

Owner financed! Low Down! 2 lots for
$30,000

NOME SWEET HOMES!
Melissa K. Ford-Realtor®

New Frontier Realty

Iditarod volunteer
needs spare room or
couch for March 10 -
March 22. Working at

the Community Center.
Can help with rent.

Either e-mail: 
bucketlistclub@yahoo.com
or phone: 
423-253-4622

Adopt a
present this

year!

Adopt a pet and get a FREE bag of  dog/cat food from
Doctor Leedy and the Nome Kennel Club. Dog food, cat
food, cat litter and other donations are always welcome
at the Nome Animal Shelter!

A new friend may be
waiting for you at the
Nome Animal Shelter!

Nome Animal Control & Adopt-A-Pet • 443.5212 or 443.5262

MEMBERS WANTED 
For Federal Subsistence Advisory Councils

Help advise the Federal Subsistence 
Board on the management of subsistence 

resources for your region.

For an application, call  
(800) 478-1456 or (907) 786-3877

APPLICATION DEADLINE
January 8, 2010

For more information on the Federal Subsistence  
Management Program visit: 

http://alaska.fws.gov/asm/home.html

Arctic ICANS —
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
1-800-478-9355

Arctic ICANS next meeting
The Nome Cancer support group will meet at the XYZ Center on

Thursday, Jan. 7 • 7:30 p.m.

For more information call 443-5726.

General topics

The Norton Sound Health Corporation (NSHC)
Board of Directors is scheduled to meet January
18-20, 2010 at the Pioneer Hall located on 110
Front Street in Nome, Alaska at 9 a.m. 
Portions of the meeting may be conducted in ex-
ecutive session. The public is invited to attend
the meeting. Testimony from the public maybe
limited. Members of the public wishing to re-
ceive information or a copy of the agenda may
contact the Administration Office at (907) 443-
3226 as soon as possible, but no later than 24
hours before the meeting so that arrangements
may be made.
If you are a person with a disability who may need
a special accommodation in order to participate
in the meeting, please contact (907) 443-3226 as
soon as possible, but no later than three days be-
fore the meeting to ensure that any necessary ac-
commodations can be provided.

Board of
Directors
Meeting

12/24-1/7

FOR SALE —Case Wheel Loader; in Nome 1983
W24C, $21,000 Call 907-771-2305
6/25 tfn

Real Estate

RENT—HOUSE available. Recently remodeled.
Very clean, very nice two-bedroom, furnished with
washer and dryer. Great location, one block from
hospital. Heat paid. 6 month lease OK.
$1,550/month $1,200 deposit. 443-5372 or 304-
2181
12/3-19-17-24

Employment
BSRHA

BSRHA Weatherization Program is now ac-
cepting employment applications for an intake
specialist to hire (1) local person in each of the
Bering Straits Regional villages.  The individuals
would be responsible for going house–to–house
collecting weatherization applications and assist-
ing applicants if needed.  This is a clerical position
as needed to assist and would pay $15.00-$19.00
DOE.  We are accepting employment applications
until the positions are filled.   Call us for an appli-
cation or visit our local IRA.  If you have any ques-
tions please call Boogles Johnson or Carleen
Jack.

11/26; 12/3-10-17-24; 1/7

Position opening
Nome Eskimo Community

is recruiting for two (2) positions:

POSITION: Tribal Resource Specialist
Status: regular, full-time/exempt
Salary $26.78 - $30.14/hr. doe
Open until filled
POSITION: Planning & Development Special-
ist
Status: Regular, Full-Time/Exempt
Salary $26.78 - $30.14/Hr. Doe
Open Until Filled
For job descriptions and applicationcontact:
Josie Stiles, Human Resources Manager
P.O. Box 1090
Nome, AK 99762

Phone: (907) 443-2246
Fax: (907) 443-3539
Jstiles@Gci.Net
12/17-24

Kawerak Inc.–Recruitment Notice – 12/21/09
to close of business on 01/04/2010.
DEPARTMENT:  Administration
JOB TITLE:  Tribal Coordinator
LOCATION:  Wales, Alaska
POSITION STATUS: Regular, Full Time
EXEMPT STATUS:  Non-Exempt
PAY SCALE GRADE: 9-10-11 ($18.99 – 24.78)
DOE   
REPORTS TO:Tribal Affairs Director
QUALIFICATIONS:
1) High school diploma or G.E.D. equivalent.
2) Two years previous secretarial, administrative,
or supervisory experience.
3) Must be able to type.  Computer experience
highly desirable.
4) Strong organizational, oral and written com-
munication skills.
5) Must be able to work well with the public.
Native Preference per Public Law 93-638.
Interested individuals may contact Human Re-
sources with questions at 907-443-5231.
Applications can be accessed via Kawerakʼs web-
site at www.kawerak.org or by contacting Human
Resources at 907-443-5231.  Applications may be
faxed to Kawerak Human Resources at 907-443-
4443 or sent via email to personnel@kawerak.org.
12/24

12/14
Madeleine Okpealuk, 27, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Re-
lease.

Marie Lawlor, 53, was arrested and remanded
to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Release.

12/15
Blynn Iyatunguk, 19, was issued a citation for

Driving in Violation of Instructional Permit.
12/17
Timothy Kost, 34, was arrested and remanded

to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Probation.
Aholagana Tukshaq, 26, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Pro-
bation times 2, Criminal Mischief 3rd Degree, and
Vehicle Theft 1st Degree.

12/18
Gerald Aningayou, 33, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Disorderly Conduct.
Sue Ann Kowchee, 24, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Pro-
bation; Driving While License is
Suspended/Revoked, and Motor Vehicle Insur-
ance Required.

12/19
Lawrence Martin, 23, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Violating Conditions of Pro-
bation.

12/20
Trina Larsen, 19, received a citation for Minor

Consuming Alcohol.
A Golovin juvenile received a citation for Curfew

Violation.
Patrick Newhall, 45, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Assault 4th Degree Domes-
tic Violence, Assault 4th Degree.

Andrew Ozenna, 23, was arrested and re-
manded to AMCC for Criminal Trespass.

12/21
Vivian Washington, 26, was arrested and re-

manded to AMCC for Assault 4th Degree, Domes-
tic Violence.

David Moore, 26, was arrested and remanded
to AMCC for Driving While Intoxicated and Viola-
tion of Probation Conditions.

During this reporting period we had seven (7)
persons transported to the hospital for a Title 47,
Protective Custody Hold.

Seawall

On December 10, at approximately 8:20 p.m.,
Ernest Butler, 27, of St. Michael, was arrested
after investigation showed he had assaulted a
family member.  Alcohol was not suspected to be
a factor in the assault. 

On December 11, at approximately 10:30 a.m.,
Edwin Campbell, 35, of Gambell, was arrested
after investigation revealed that he assaulted a
family member the evening of December 10, after
consuming alcohol.  Edwin Campbell was also on
Conditions of Release and not to consume alco-
hol.

On December 11, at approximately 11:00 a.m.,
Alaska State Troopers in Nome received a report
from Gambell VPOs that Lloyd Apatiki, 28, of
Gambell had violated his Probation Conditions by
consuming alcohol.  Lloyd Apatiki was subse-
quently arrested and remanded to Anvil Mountain
Correctional Center in Nome.

On December 11, at approximately 11:00 a.m.,
AST in Nome received a report from St. Michael
VPOʼs that Nimeron Mike, 33, of Stebbins, was in-
volved in an incident to include Driving Under the
Influence of Alcohol, Leaving the Scene of an Ac-
cident and Tampering with Physical Evidence.
The investigation is on going.

On December 13, at 2:40 a.m., AST received

a report of a domestic disturbance in Saint
Michael. Subsequent investigation led to the ar-
rest of Timothy Lockwood, 29, of Saint Michael,
for Assault 4, Driving Under the Influence, and
Probation Violation.  Lockwood was remanded to
AMCC with $2000.00 bail. 

On December 15, at approximately 2:15 p.m.
AST received a report that Art Amaktoolik, 36, of
Elim, was stranded on an ice flow.  The investiga-
tion revealed he had gone to check his crab pots
and when he tried to return to shore, there was a
wide open lead.  A rescue boat responded and
picked Art Amaktoolik up and returned him to Elim.
No injuries were reported.

On December 16, at 11:00 a.m., VPSO John
Peratrovich arrested Martin Willoya, 50, of
Golovin, with an arrest warrant for failure to ap-
pear at status hearing.  Willoyaʼs original charge is
Criminal Mischief IV.  Willoya was remanded to
AMCC with $2500.00 bail.

On December 17, at 4:37 p.m., AST received
a report of a domestic violence assault in Gam-
bell.  A suspect has been identified.  Investigation
continues. 

Trooper Beat

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
FOR THE 

STATE OF ALASKA
SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT NOME

CASE NO: 2NO-09-00318CI
AMENDED ORDER FOR HEARING, PUBLI-

CATION AND POSTING
In the Matter of a Change of Name for:
Shawnteʼ Toni Oyoumick-Haugan
Current name of Minor.
Notice of Petition to Change Name
A petition has been filed in the Superior Court

(Case #2NO-09-00318CI) requesting a name
change from (current name) Shawnteʼ Toni Oy-
oumick-Haugan to Shawnteʼ Toni Haugan.  A
hearing on this request will be held on February
02, 2010 at 1:00 pm at Nome Courthouse, 113
Front Street PO Box 1110 Nome, AK.

12/17-24; 1/7-14

NOTICE OF SALE Trustee, Alaska Trustee, LLC
will sell realty for cash to the highest bidder at the
Main entrance to the Barrow Courthouse, 1250
Agvik Street, Barrow, AK 99723 on February 5,
2010, at 10:00 AM with other sales that may be
conducted. Proceeds will apply to the Deed of
Trust naming Kalen Kaohu Kau Texeira, Trustor,
Kalen Kaohu Kau Texeira, Record Owner,
recorded on April 27, 2007 under Reception No.
2007-000275-0, Barrow Recording District,
Second Judicial District, Alaska, describing: Lot 5,
Block 24 BROWERVILLE ADDITION NO. 3,
accoding to the plat filed August 8, 1983 as Plat
No. 83-6; Records of the Barrow Recording
District, Second Judicial District, State of Alaska.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM THE SUBSURFACE
ESTATE and all rights, privileges, immunities and
appurtenances of what so ever nature accruing
unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska Native
claims Settlement Act of 12-19-71 (85 Stat 688,
704; 43 U.S.C. 1601,1613 (f). (1976) as reserved
by the United Sates of America) Also described of
record as The “surface estate”, as described in the
Interim Conveyances recorded December 3, 1976
in Book 4, Page 648 and recorded October 23,
1981 in Book 31, Page 298 and recorded July 19,
1987 in Book 36, Page 886 recorded June 5,
1989 in Book 55, Page 255 and Corrective Interim
Conveyance recorded December 17, 1990 in
Book 58, Page 277; Records of the Barrow

Legals

continued on page 21
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VACANT SEAT
Nome City Council
Do you have time to volunteer?  
Are you interested in nomeʼs  future?
Nome city resident for at least one year?
Qualified city voter?
Submit a letter of interest to serve on the Nome City
Council drop off letters at City Hall 102 Division Street
or mail to Clerkʼs Office PO Box 281, Nome, AK 99762
Letters of interest will be accepted until 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at the City Clerkʼs Of-
fice, 102 Division Steet.

Public Notice

12/10-17-24

Stanley Sobocienski, d/b/a Bering

Sea Saloon located at 309 Front

Street, Nome, Alaska is applying for

transfer of an (AS 04.11.090) bever-

age dispensary liquor license to T &

C, Inc. 

Interested persons should submit writ-

ten comment to their local governing

body, the applicant and to the Alco-

holic Beverage Control Board at 5848

E. Tudor Rd. Anchorage AK 99507

NOTICE OF LIQUOR 
LICENSE TRANSFER

12/10-17-24

Sang Ton Yi, d/b/a Twin Dragon

Restaurant located at 100 Front

Street, Nome, Alaska is applying for

transfer of a Beer & Wine/# 3142

liquor license to Twin Dragon Corpo-

ration located at 100 Front Street,

Nome, Alaska. 

Interested persons should submit writ-

ten comment to their local governing

body, the applicant and to the Alco-

holic Beverage Control Board at 5848

E. Tudor Rd. Anchorage AK 99507

12/17-24; 1/7

NOTICE OF LIQUOR 
LICENSE TRANSFER

The Nome Planning Commission has one
seat available for appointment. 
If you are interested in serving on the Nome
Planning Commission, please submit an
application form.
Application forms are available at City Hall
or on the City of Nome website at:
WWW.NOMEALASKA.ORG
ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY FRIDAY JANUARY 15, 2010 AT 5:00
P.M. TO CITY HALL, AT THE FOLLOWING
ADDRESS:

CITY CLERK’S OFFICE
CITY OF NOME
P.O. BOX 281
102 DIVISION STREET
NOME, ALASKA 99762 P

u
b
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c
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o
ti

c
e

12/17-24; 1/7-14

City of Nome issued Licenses and Permits for 2009 expire
on Dec. 31, 2009. The following Licenses and Permits
should now be renewed for 2010:

Sales Tax License 
Health Permit

Hotel/Motel License
Pulltab License

Resale Certificate
Animal License

Chauffeur’s License 
Taxi Cab License 

Motor Bus License 
IT IS ALSO TIME TO APPLY FOR EXEMPTIONS FOR:
Municipal Tax Exemption - DUE by February 1, 2010.
Senior Citizen/Disabled Veteran’s Property Tax Exemption
- DUE February 1, 2010.
Contact the City Clerk’s office if you have questions 443-6663.

12
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Public Reminder

In May 2005, the Alaska Legislature authorized cities to
increase their E911 surcharge to help pay the costs of
Enhanced 911 services.
Starting January 1, 2010, the City of Nome will impose a
monthly E911 surcharge of $2.00 for both wire lines and
wireless phone lines sold to customers having an address
within the City of Nome E911 service area.
The added charges are intended to improve public safety
by updating the E911 system to facilitate faster and more
accurate emergency response. 

Public Notice
12/3-10-17-24

Did you get that
million dollar

shot?
Sorry, no prizes awarded, but we
will publish your name. You will
be a published photographer!

Send your photos
(in jpeg format) to 

photos@nomenugget.com
or mail to your negs or

photo print to
The Nome Nugget

Pouch 610
Nome, AK 99762.

(Please give us a brief
description of who, what,

when and where your
photo was taken.)

If you have questions call 
(907) 443-5235.

Recording District, Second Judicial District, State
of Alaska in the following described land: Lot 5,
Block 24, BROWERVILLE ADDITION NO. 3,
according to the plat filed August 8, 1983 as Plat
Number 83-6; Records of the Barrow Recording
District, Second Judicial District, State of Alaska.
EXCEPTING THEREFROM the Subsurface
Estate therein, and all rights privileges, immunities
and appurtenances of whatsoever nature,
accruing unto said estate pursuant to the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act of December 19,
1971 (85 Stat 688.704: 43 U.S.C. 1601, 1613 (f).,
more commonly known as 7522 Transit Street,
Barrow, AK, 99723., a/k/a 7522 Transit Street,
Barrow, AK 99723. $139,724.71 is due, plus in-
terest, advances, etc. Go to alaskatrustee.com
or usa-foreclosure.com for status.

12/17-24; 1/7-14

continued from page 20

•More Legals

to pay them off.  The interest likely
will be lower than that of credit
cards, and your tax adviser can tell
you if the interest qualifies as a tax
deduction.   If a home equity loan is
not an option, you still can pay down
the balances.  Pay the minimum on
the lowest-interest cards and as
much as you can on the higher-inter-
est cards until they’re paid off.   

Start saving. Start now, even if
it’s just a few dollars a week.  You
can have money automatically trans-
ferred from your checking account
to savings each month to help build
a nest egg.  Ask your financial ad-
viser about 401(k) and other direct-
deposit accounts that move money
straight to savings or investment
funds.   This process makes savings
much easier, and a 401(k) can cut
your tax bill.  If your employer

matches your 401(k) savings, try to
have the maximum deducted each
pay period. 

Be flexible. Treat yourself to
small splurges once in a while and
don’t get discouraged if an unex-
pected expense throws you off your
budget one month.  Just get back on
the financial fitness track.

The most important step you take
on any journey is the first one, so
jump right in to January and head
down the road to financial fitness.
Come next December, you’ll be glad
you did. 

Loren Prosser is Community

Banking President for Wells Fargo in
Northwest Alaska.  He can be
reached at loren.w.prosser@wells-
fargo.com or 443-5127.

*Auld Lang Syne: Success pre-
dictors, change processes, and self-
reported outcomes of New Year’s
resolvers and nonresolvers, by John
C. Norcross, Marci S. Mrykalo,
Matthew D. Blagys , University of
Scranton. Journal of Clinical Psy-
chology, Volume 58, Issue 4 (2002).

• Good financial habits
continued from page 19Notification is hereby given to the public of

the U.S. General Services Administration’s
(GSA) intent to renew a lease in a building
at 214 Front Street in Nome, Alaska.
Due to the location of Front Street and the

city of Nome’s location on the Bering Sea, a majority of
the land in the vicinity is located in the FEMA 100 year
floodplain. Therefore, the location of the building at 214
Front Street makes it susceptible to flooding at or above
the 100-year flood level.
Under the President’s Executive Order 11988, “Floodplain
Management,” GSA is required to review possible alterna-
tives solutions to the proposed action. Alternatives that will
be considered include taking no action.
Public comment is invited on possible alternatives. Inter-
ested persons may obtain more information about this ac-
tion from GSA, Michael Levine, Regional Environmental
Program Manager at 253-931-7263. Requests can be
sent via e-mail to michael.levine@gsa.gov or by mail to
U.S. GSA (10PMP), 400 15th St. SW, Auburn, WA
98103 Attn: Michael D. Levine. Comments about this ac-
tion should be submitted in writing to the above name
within 10 days of this notice. 

United States General Services Administration

12/24
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

Arctic ICANS — A 
nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and 
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or

1-907-443-5444 • fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL execdir@nome.net

B E R I N G S E A

W O M E N ’ S

G R O U P

P.O. Box 1596  Nome, AK 99762

1-800-478-9355

Narcotics Anonymous
Do you have a drug problem? There is a way out with the

help of other recovering addicts in NA. Call the NA help line
at 1-866-258-6329 or come to our meeting.

The Nome group of NA meet every Thursday, 7:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m., in the Norton Sound Behavioral
Health Services Building.

Find more information online at AKNA.org

Little things
can mean a lot
Find out how even a
small ad can deliver
BIG results for your
business.
Contact Denise at
ads@nomenugget.com or 443.5235

NOME ARCTIC CAT

443-SLED 7533( ) 

Parts Garments
Accessories CODs 

World Class Snowmachines &
ATVs–Sales & service

Toll free: 1-877-443-7533

Get
Photo
Prints

Did the Nome Nugget print a

photo of a family member,

friend or place you love? You

can now get a high-quality

print of any photo seen in the

Nugget. JJust  go to

www.nomenugget.net to

find out how!

Nome Photos

Photos of Nome & western Alaska
nomephotos.com • pfagerst@gci.net

www.alaskafamilydoc.com
Call or text 304-3301

Robert Lawrence, MD

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center
A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about
family cases including divorce, dis-
solution, custody and visitation, child
support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

Week ending 12/18
Civil

Nayokpuk, Allison vs. Nayokpuk, Timothy; DV: Long Term Only
Capital One Bank (USA) N A vs. Sookiayak, Kirby; Debt - District Court
Goodhope, Leona Rosanne vs. Obruk, JoAnne; DV: Both ExParte &

Long Term
Geary, Daena Iris vs. Geary, Evans Hugh; DV: Both ExParte & Long

Term
Goodhope, Leona R. vs. Obruk, JoAnne V.; Stalking Protect Proceed:

Both Ex Parte & Long Term
Small Claims

Cornerstone Credit Services LLC vs. Mike, Daniel N.; SC $2500 or
Less: 1 Deft. Cert Mail

Criminal
State of Alaska v. Columbus Sobocienski (2/23/73) 2NO-09-252CR Count

1: DUI; Date of offense: 5/9/09; Counts (Charges) Dismissed: count 2
(002); 45 days, 42 days suspended; Remanded; Fine: $1,500 with $0
suspended; Unsuspended $1,500 due 10/1/10; Payable to Clerk of
Court; Police Training Surcharge: $75 with $0 suspended; $75 due 10
days from date of this judgment (12/10/09); Payable to Clerk of Court;
Jail Surcharge: $150 (if probation) with $100 suspended (if probation),
$50 payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office, Anchorage; Cost of Im-
prisonment: $330 (first offense) with $0 suspended; Full amount due
payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office, Anchorage; Complete Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment Assessment: other: NSBHS or other provider
by 1/15/10; File proof by 2/15/10 that assessment was received and file
proof by 5/1/10 that assessment recommendations were followed; Obey
Driverʼs License Directives: Driverʼs license revoked for 90 days; Con-
current with DMV action; Use an Ignition Interlock Device: Cost of IID
will be deducted from fine if you file proof of payment before fine due
dates; After you regain privilege to drive or obtain a limited license, you
must us an ignition interlock device (IID) as directed in the IID Informa-
tion Sheet (CR-483) for 12 months during your probation period; Pro-
bation for 1 year; Obey all direct court orders listed above by the
deadlines stated; Commit no jailable offenses; Do not consume alcohol
or possess or consume marijuana for a period ending 1 year from date
of this judgment; Other: Warrantless test and arrest.

State of Alaska v. Columbus Sobocienski (2/23/73) 2NO-09-620CR Count
1: Violating Release Conditions; Date of offense: 10/6/09; Partial Plea
Agreement; Counts (Charges) Dismissed by State: 002 (count 2); Any
appearance or performance bond is exonerated; 30 days, 20 days sus-
pended; Unsuspended 10 days shall be served consecutive to 2NO-
09-252CR; Forfeit bail; Jail Surcharge: $150 with $100 suspended;
Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit,
Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through this
court within 10 days; Probation until 12/10/10; Shall comply with all court
orders by the deadlines stated; Subject to warrantless arrest for any vi-
olation of these conditions of probation; Shall commit no violations of
law; Shall not consume alcohol or possess consume marijuana; Subject
to warrantless breath testing at request of any peace officer for alcohol.

State of Alaska v. Greg Long (3/31/70) Count 1: DUI; Date of offense:
9/20/09; 60 days, 40 days suspended; Report to AMCC by 1/15/10;
Fine: $3,000 with $0 suspended; Unsuspended $3,000 due 11/1/10;
Payable to Clerk of Court; Police Training Surcharge: $75 with $0 sus-
pended; $75 due 10 days from date of this judgment (12/11/09);
Payable to Clerk of Court; Jail Surcharge: $150 (if probation) with $100
suspended (if probation), $50 payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office,
Anchorage; Cost of Imprisonment: $1467 (second offense) with $0 sus-
pended; Full amount due payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office, An-
chorage; Complete Substance Abuse Treatment Assessment: other:
NSBHS or similar agency by 3/1/10; File proof by 4/1/10 that assess-
ment was received and file proof by 6/15/10 that assessment recom-
mendations were followed; Obey Driverʼs License Directives: Driverʼs
license revoked for 1 year; Concurrent with DMV action; Use an Ignition
Interlock Device: Cost of IID will be deducted from fine if you file proof
of payment before fine due dates; After you regain privilege to drive or
obtain a limited license, you must us an ignition interlock device (IID) as
directed in the IID Information Sheet (CR-483) for 24 months during
your probation period; Probation until 12/11/11; Obey all direct court or-
ders listed above by the deadlines stated; Commit no jailable offenses;
Do not possess or consume alcohol for a period ending 2 year from
date of this judgment; Other: Warrantless breath test at request of peace
officer; Warrantless arrest for violation.

State of Alaska v. Rose Madden (1/17/61) 2NO-09-446CR Count 1: DUI;

Date of offense: 7/22/09; Counts (Charges) Dismissed: 2, 3, (002),
(003), 30 days, 27 days suspended; Report by 1/10/10 to AMCC; Re-
manded; Fine: $1,500 with $0 suspended; Unsuspended $1,500 due
9/1/10; Payable to Clerk of Court; Police Training Surcharge: $75 with
$0 suspended; $75 due 10 days from date of this judgment (12/10/09);
Payable to Clerk of Court; Jail Surcharge: $150 (if probation) with $100
suspended (if probation), $50 payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office,
Anchorage; Cost of Imprisonment: $330 (first offense) with $0 sus-
pended; Full amount due payable to Collections Unit, AGs Office, An-
chorage; Complete Substance Abuse Treatment Assessment: other:
NSBHS or ASAP within 4 weeks; File proof by 1/31/10 that assessment
was received and file proof by 4/1/10 that assessment recommenda-
tions were followed; Obey Driverʼs License Directives: Driverʼs license
revoked for 90 days; Concurrent with DMV action; Use an Ignition In-
terlock Device: Cost of IID will be deducted from fine if you file proof of
payment before fine due date; After you regain privilege to drive or ob-
tain a limited license, you must us an ignition interlock device (IID) as
directed in the IID Information Sheet (CR-483) for 12 months during
your probation period; Probation for 1 year; Obey all direct court orders
listed above by the deadlines stated; Commit no jailable offenses; Do
not consume alcohol for a period ending 1 year from date of this judg-
ment; Other: Warrantless breath test at request of peace officer and
warrantless arrest for violations.

State of Alaska v. Rose Madden (1/17/61) 2NO-09-514CR Violating Re-
lease Conditions; Date of offense: 8/11/09; Binding Plea Agreement;
Any appearance or performance bond is exonerated; 20 days, 20 days
suspended; Jail Surcharge: $150 with $100 suspended; Shall pay un-
suspended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Po-
lice Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through this court within 10
days; Probation until 12/10/10; Shall comply with all court orders by the
deadlines stated; Subject to warrantless arrest for any violation of these
conditions of probation; Shall commit no violations of law; Shall not con-
sume alcohol; Subject to warrantless breath testing at request of any
peace officer for alcohol.

State of Alaska v. Steffan Soonagrook (10/4/86); 2NO-09-533CR Notice
of Dismissal; Charge 001: Assault 4º; Filed by the DAs Office 12/11/09.

State of Alaska v. Steffan E. Soonagrook (10/4/86); 2NO-09-674CR Count
1: Assault 4º; DV; Date of offense: 10/26/09; Counts (Charges) Dis-
missed by State: 2 (002), 3 (003), 4 (004); Any appearance of perform-
ance bond is exonerated; 180 days, 130 days suspended;
Unsuspended 50 days shall be served consecutive to count 5 and 09-
707CR; Jail Surcharge: $150 with $100 suspended; Shall pay unsus-
pended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Police
Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through this court within 10 days;
Probation until 12/11/10; Shall comply with all court orders by the dead-
lines stated; Subject to warrantless arrest for any violation of these con-
ditions of probation; Shall commit no violations of law, assaultive or
disorderly conduct, or domestic violence; Shall not contact, directly or
indirectly, or return to the residence I.O.; Shall not possess or consume
alcohol, nor have alcohol in his residence, nor enter or remain on the
premises of any bar of liquor store; Subject to warrantless breath test-
ing at request of any peace officer and warrantless search of residence
for alcohol; Not be alcohol is present.

State of Alaska v. Steffan Soonagrook (10/4/86); 2NO-09-533CR Notice
of Dismissal; Charge 001: Assault 4º; Filed by the DAs Office 12/11/09.

State of Alaska v. Steffan E. Soonagrook (10/4/86); 2NO-09-674CR Count
5: Disorderly Conduct; DV; Date of offense: 10/26/09; Counts (Charges)
Dismissed by State: 2 (002), 3 (003), 4 (004); Any appearance or per-
formance bond is exonerated; 10 days, 0 days suspended; Unsus-
pended 10 days shall be served with defendant remanded to AMCC
consecutive to Count 1 and 2NO-09-707CR.

State of Alaska v. Steffan  Soonagrook Sr. (10/4/86); 2NO-09-707CR Vio-
lating Release Conditions; Date of offense: 11/7/09; Any appearance of
performance bond is exonerated; 30 days, 0 days suspended; Unsus-
pended 30 days shall be served with defendant remanded to AMCC
and consecutive to terms in 2NO-09-674CR; Jail Surcharge: $50 with
$0 suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Col-
lections Unit, Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid
through this court within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. Francis Milligrock (4/26/87); Assault 4º; DV; Date of of-
fense: 9/17/09; Binding Plea Agreement; Any appearance of perform-
ance bond is exonerated; 120 days, 90 days suspended; Unsuspended
30 days shall be served with defendant reporting to AMCC 1/15/10; Jail
Surcharge: $150 with $100 suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50
within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Police Training Sur-

charge: $50 shall be paid through this court within 10 days; Probation
until 12/11/10; Shall comply with all court orders by the deadlines stated;
Subject to warrantless arrest for any violation of these conditions of pro-
bation; Shall commit no violations of law, assaultive or disorderly con-
duct, or domestic violence; Shall not contact, directly or indirectly,
Yvonne Pete without consent.

State of Alaska v. Michelle Kulukhon (10/12/83); Assault 4º; DV; Date of of-
fense: 11/8/09; Partial Plea Agreement; Any appearance of perform-
ance bond is exonerated; 45 days, 45 days suspended; Jail Surcharge:
$150 with $100 suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10 days
to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: $50
shall be paid through this court within 10 days; Probation until 12/11/10;
Shall comply with all court orders by the deadlines stated; Subject to
warrantless arrest for any violation of these conditions of probation;
Shall commit no violations of law, assaultive or disorderly conduct, or
domestic violence; Shall not possess or consume alcohol, nor have al-
cohol in her residence, nor enter or remain on the premises of any bar
of liquor store; Subject to warrantless breath testing at request of any
peace officer and warrantless search of residence for alcohol.

State of Alaska v. Daniel Apok (3/7/76); 2NO-09-184CR Count 2: Leaving
the Scene/Property Damage; Date of offense: 5/5/09; Binding Plea
Agreement; Counts (Charges) Dismissed by State: counts 1, 3 (001,
003); Any appearance or performance bond is exonerated; 90 days, 0
days suspended; Unsuspended 90 days shall be served with defendant
remanded to AMCC consecutive to 2NO-09-190CR; Police Training
Surcharge: Shall pay $50 through this court within 10 days; Jail Sur-
charge: $50 with $0 suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10
days to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Restitution: Shall pay resti-
tution to satisfaction of victim; Comply with all court orders listed above
by the deadlines stated.

State of Alaska v. Daniel Apok (3/7/76); 2NO-09-190CR Count 1: Assault
4º; DV; Date of offense: 2/5/09; Binding Plea Agreement; Counts
(Charges) Dismissed by State: counts 2, 3 (002, 003); Any appearance
or performance bond is exonerated; 150 days, 90 days suspended; Un-
suspended 60 days shall be served with defendant remanded to AMCC
consecutive to 2NO-09-184CR; Jail Surcharge: $50 with $0 suspended;
Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit,
Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: Shall pay $50 through this court
within 10 days; Probation until 12/8/10; Shall comply with all court orders
by the deadlines stated; Subject to warrantless arrest for any violation
of these conditions of probation; Shall commit no violations of law; Shall
not consume alcohol; Subject to warrantless breath testing at request
of any peace officer for alcohol; Other: Pay restitution in 2NO-09-
184CR.

State of Alaska v. Barton Johnson (4/23/91); Criminal Trespass 1º; Binding
Plea Agreement; Any appearance or performance bond is exonerated;
7 days, 0 days suspended; Unsuspended 7 days have been served;
Jail Surcharge: $50 with $0 suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50
within 10 days to: AGs Collections Unit, Anchorage; Police Training Sur-
charge: Shall pay $50 through this court within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. Geoffrey Milligrock (4/29/84); Assault 4º; Any appear-
ance or performance bond is exonerated; 180 days, 0 days suspended;
Unsuspended 180 days shall be served with defendant remanded to
AMCC; Forfeit Leatherman Tool to State; Jail Surcharge: $50 with $0
suspended; Shall pay unsuspended $50 within 10 days to: AGs Col-
lections Unit, Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: Shall pay $50
through this court within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. Katrina Toolie (5/3/87); Dismissal; Count 001: False In-
formation or Report; Filed by the DAs Office 12/7/09.

State of Alaska v. John Kakoona (3/10/54); Notice of Dismissal; Count 001:
Theft 3º; Filed by the DAs Office 12/14/09.

State of Alaska v. Randy Myers (7/22/82); Notice of Dismissal; Charge 001:
Assault 4º; Filed by the DAs Office 12/11/09.

State of Alaska v. Bernadette Joe (12/26/50); Notice of Dismissal; Charge
001: Violating Custodian Duties; Filed by the DAs Office 12/11/09.

State of Alaska v. Bobbi Ann Andrews (12/12/75); Dismissal; Charge Num-
ber 1: Liquor Importation Into Local Option Area; Filed by the Office of
Special Prosecutions and Appeals 12/10/09.

State of Alaska v. Victor Joe (6/8/40); Notice of Dismissal; Charge 001: Vi-
olating Custodian Duties; Filed by the DAs Office 12/14/09.

State of Alaska v. Lorraine Tom (9/8/58); Notice of Dismissal; Charge 001:
Violating Custodian Duties; Filed by the DAs Office 12/14/09.

State of Alaska v. Kourak Nakak (1/10/71); Notice of Dismissal; Charge
001: Assault 4º; Filed by the DAs Office 12/17/09.

Court
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443-5211

Checker Cab
Leave the driving to us

750 W. 2nd Ave., Ste. 207
Anchorage, AK  99501

(907) 274-1074
Fax (907) 274-3311

Email: giblawoffice@aol.com

Gayle J. Brown
Attorney at Law

1-877-477-1074 (toll free)
www.gaylejbrownlaw.com

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

C.O.D. Orders welcome 
VISA, MasterCard, and Discover ac cept ed

1-800-416-4128 • (907) 443-4128 
Fax (907) 443-4129

514 Lomen Avenue 
“The store that sells real things.”

Unique and distinctive gifts
Native & Russian handicrafts, 

Furs, Findings, Books, and Beads

Open 7 days by 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.Open 7 days by 11:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

302 E. Front Street
P. O. Box 633
Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606
www.aurorainnome.com

MARUSKIYA’S
OF NOME

Ivory & Whalebone
Carvings

Eskimo Arts
& Crafts,

Jade, Hematite, Gold & Ivory
Jewelry, “Nome” Tees & Sweats

Marty & Patti James
Retail & Wholesale

(907) 443-2955/5118

Fax: (907) 443-2467

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

uresco construction
materials, inc.

NOME OUT FIT TERS
YOUR complete hunting & fishing store

120 West First Avenue
(907) 443-2880 or
1-800-680-NOME

COD, credit card & special orders
welcome * Free delivery to airport
OPEN M-F 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

CONNECTING ALASKA TO THE

WORLD AND THE WORLD TO ALASKA

www.kuac.org and www.alaskaone.org

•Monitor Heater
Sales & Service

•Appliance Sales 
& Parts

443-2234
1-800-590-2234

704 Seppala
Drive

Angstman Law Office 
30 Years of Criminal Defense

& Personal Injury Trials
in Rural Alaska

Myron Angstman    Matt Widmer

1-800-478-5315

www.myronangstman.com    

angstmanlaw@alaska.com

Nome Discovery
Tours
day tours

evening excursions
custom road trips 

gold panning • ivory
carving • tundra tours 

CUSTOM TOURS!
“Don’t leave Nome without

hooking-up with Richard at Nome
Discovery Tours!”  —Esquire Magazine

March 1997 
(907) 443-2814 
discover@gci.net

443-6768 & 304-2880/2355 
located next to Nome Outfitters

OPEN M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sat & Sun

Trinh’s Gift Baskets
& Authorized AT&T Retailer

Frontier Alaska — Flying
throughout Norton Sound, Kotzebue,

Fairbanks and beyond!

In Nome 443-2414 or
1-800-478-5125

Statewide 1-800-478-6779
www.frontierflying.com

8246 S. 194th —P. O. Box 1778
Kent, Washington  98035
Fax:  (253) 872-8432 or

1-800-275-8333

Nome Photos

Photos of Nome & western Alaska
nomephotos.com • pfagerst@gci.net

Direct (907) 222-8877
Cell (907) 351-8206

Toll Free (888) 480-8877
Toll Free Fax (888) 743-9633

Hilde Stapgens, CMB, AMP
Loan Originator
Mortgage License #100002

100 Calais Drive
Anchorage, AK 99503
stapgensh@residentialmtg.com
www.HomeLoansYouCanUse.com

“You have questions, I

have answers. Call me!”

Teamwork That Delivers!

443-5035 or 1-800-727-2141        www.nac.aero

Boarding
Grooming
Pet Supplies

(907) 443-2490

24 hours

a day

7 days/wk

ALASKA

POISON

CONTROL

1-800-222-1222

Open: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
& Sat 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

Located next to AC on Chicken Hill

www.noveltygiftsnthings.com

Great Gifts @
Low Prices!

SAVE $20 on
first order!

Keep an eye out for any

specials! 907-443-2900

www.nomenugget.netwww.nomenugget.net

Contact Denise at ads@nomenugget.com
or 907.443.5235 to find out more!

When you advertise in the Nome Nugget, your
message reaches far beyond Western Alaska. Each
week’s paper—in its entirety—is online, reaching
readers wherever an Internet connection is available!

Nome Custom Jewelry
803 E. 4th Ave.

907-304-1818

Hrs: Mon. - Sat. 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

•Custom Made Jewelry •Czech
Beads •Seed Beads •Bugle Beads
•Watercolor - Prints, Cards,
Postcards •SS Chains (by the inch or
foot) •Earring Wires

Beading Classes Scheduled - call to
get the current schedule.

Contact Heidi Hart at 907-304-1818
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The U.S. Census Bureau is currently 

recruiting for:                                                                                  

CENSUS TAKERS 

$25.00/hr.                              

We offer good pay, flexible 

hours, reimbursement for 

authorized mileage, and paid 

training for you to learn the 

skills you need to succeed! It’s 

an excellent way for you to 

help your community!    

www.2010censusjobs.gov                                          

The U.S. Census Bureau is an Equal Opportunity Employer.                                                                               

Bilingual Applicants are encouraged to apply. 

By Tyler Rhodes
Nanook senior AnnieKate Olson is trading

one Coach Collins for another. 
With high school coach Jeff Collins at her

side, Nome’s captain and lead runner from
the 2009 girls’ cross country squad signed a
letter of intent Dec. 16 to run for coach Mike
Collins at Lewis-Clark State College in
Lewiston, Idaho. 

Olson, who was this year’s Region I North
champion, said it wasn’t until her senior sea-
son that she considered running at the college
level. She credits Nome’s Coach Collins with
pushing her toward continuing her running ca-
reer. “Jeff gave me the idea to run in college,”
she said.

And Jeff Collins has a good idea of what
Olson will be in for in Lewiston. Jeff Collins is
no stranger to Mike Collins’ running program
at Lewis-Clark, since the Nome coach ran for
the Idaho school during his collegiate years.
The two Coach Collins are not related.

Olson said the running program and course
offerings at Lewis-Clark appealed to her. Her
initial academic plans are to focus her studies
on either the humanities or social work. The
college has roughly 4,000 students.

For the brief ceremony Dec. 16, Olson was
joined at the trophy-laden table in the Nome-
Beltz High School library by her parents,
Sharon Keeney and David Olson, as well as
Jeff Collins and assistant coach Erika Eaton.
While the ceremony put the final punctuation
mark on Olson’s high school career, Jeff
Collins said the program at Lewis-Clark
should serve as the start of a whole new level
of running for his top ward from the 2009
season. “I think she will be a great addition
to the Warrior’s program. Any program in
which she is not leading the pack will help
AnnieKate develop as a runner,” he said.
“She is competitive, has a strong desire to

excel and will learn what it takes to get back
to the head of the pack again.”

Jeff Collins said that when challenged to
bring her performance up a notch in a quest
for that regional title this year, Olson was
able to shift gears and drive the pace of many
races. “At the beginning of the season, after
Kotzebue, I asked her how she felt about
training to win regionals, to which she re-
sponded, ‘Yeah, sure!’” Collins said. “I’m not
sure if she believed in her ability enough
then, but I and others saw the ability. When
she realized what she was capable of, her
times decreased, her focus increased and her
goals started to become reality.”

If the opening two games of the
season are any indicator of things
to come for the Nanook basketball
team, Nome’s boys may find
themselves again on a path to the
state tourney. 

Kicking off the season at the Nome
Recreation Center Saturday and Mon-
day nights, the Nanooks showed no
mercy in two decisive wins over
Monroe Catholic High School. 

In Saturday’s action, Nome and

Monroe were even paced out of
the gate, coming into the second
quarter nearly tied. Aided by three
three-pointers by Tim Sullivan in
the second, Nome ended the first
half with a 14-point lead. The
Nanooks poured it on in the third,
outscoring the guests from Fair-
banks by 24. 

Sullivan led Nome in the 87-47
win with the game-high 24 points.

Christian Leckband added 19 off the
bench. Nome’s Jeremy Head scored
all 17 of his points in the first three
quarters. Monroe was led by Jon
Sniegowski’s 14.

In Monday’s action, Monroe
started a late-game rally to try and
close the gap against Nome, but it
was too little too late. Sullivan
again led Nome in the 64-51 win,
scoring 25 points, including five

three-pointers. Head chipped in 16
and Mason Evans went 6-6 from
the charity line. Nick Gavora put
up a respectable 21 points to lead
the Rams.

Both the Nome boys and girls
teams will next head to Anchorage
over New Year’s to participate in the
Anchorage Christian School tourna-
ment. The boys will face Kotzebue in
the first round Dec. 31. 

Nanook boys blast out of the gate

Nanook runner to continue stride in Idaho

Photo by Tyler Rhodes

Photos by Tyler Rhodes

AIR JON—Jon Wongittilin splits Monroe’s LaDarius Milton (34) and
Jon Sniegowski during Monday night’s Nanook win over the visiting
Fairbanks team.

THE RESULTS—Nome-Beltz coach Jeff Collins looks over AnnieKate Olson’s letter of in-
tent to run at his alma mater Lewis-Clark State College in Idaho.

THE WORK—AnnieKate Olson pushes it
to the finish to win the Nome Invitational
Cross Country Meet this fall.
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