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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 
Deadline is noon Monday •(907) 443-5235 • Fax (907)443-5112 • e-mail ads@nomenugget.com

Employment

Seeking Qualified  
Applicants

Accounting: Accountant I/II/III $36.65 + DOE 
Acute Care: Certified Nursing Assistant $34.25 + DOE 
Audiology: Administrative Specialist I Relief $26.41 + DOE 
Behavioral Health:  
    Administrative Specialist I & Relief $26.41 DOE;  
    Clinical Associate $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinical Associate – Day Shelter $27.41 + DOE;  
    Reentry Case Manager $34.25 + DOE  
Corporate Housing: Property Associate $27.41 + DOE 
Dental: Dental Assistant I $30.02 + DOE 
Electronic Health Records:  
    Population Health CMA $34.25 + DOE 
Emergency Department:  
    Emergency Department Technician – Licensed $34.25 + DOE 
Environmental Services:  
    Environmental Service Worker I & Relief $25.00 + DOE; 
    Laundry Worker I $25.00 + DOE 
Eye Care: Administrative Assistant I $25.00 + DOE 
Health Information Systems: Coder I $31.73 + DOE;  
    Health Information Technician I $26.41 + DOE 
Information Systems:  
    Computer Network Technician – Village Support $34.25 + DOE 
In-Home Support Program:  
    Personal Care Attendant I $25.00 + DOE 
Laboratory: Phlebotomist $27.41 + DOE;  
    Laboratory Administrative Specialist II $27.41 + DOE;  
    Informatics Specialist $34.25 + DOE 
Materials Management: Warehouseman Relief $27.41 + DOE; 
    Materials Support Technician $26.41 + DOE;  
    Patient Driver I Relief $30.02 + DOE 
Nutrition Services: Cook I/II/III $30.02 + DOE;  
    Kitchen Supervisor $41.90 + DOE;  
    Inventory Technician I/II $26.41 + DOE;  
    Food Service Worker & Relief $25.00 + DOE 
Patient Financial Services:  
    Patient Accounts Representative I $30.02 + DOE 
Patient Hostel: Patient Hostel Supervisor I/II $30.02 + DOE; 
    Patient Hostel Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE 
Pharmacy: Pharmacy Technician I & Relief $27.41 + DOE 
Plant Operations:  
    Fleet Maintenance Technician & Relief $36.65 + DOE; 
    Heavey Equipment Operator $36.65 + DOE;  
    Maintenance Technician I & Relief $31.73 + DOE 
Primary Care: Administrative Assistant I $25.00 + DOE 
Quyanna Care: Certified Nursing Assistant $34.25 + DOE 
Sanitation: Remote Maintenance Worker I Relief 36.65 + DOE 
Security: Security Officer Trainee Relief $25.00 + DOE 
Social Services: Elder Advocate $34.25 + DOE 
Tribal Healing: Tribal Healer Trainee $27.41 + DOE 
Village Facilities Management:  
    Travel Fleet Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE;  
    Travel Maintenance Technician $36.65 + DOE 
WIC: WIC Breastfeeding Peer Counselor Relief $20.00 

In Our Village Communities:

For more information or an up-to-date vacancy list,  
go to www.NortonSoundHealth.org or contact Human Resources at (907) 443-4573 
NSHC is a drug-free workplace and will apply Alaska Native/American Indian preference for hire (under PL 93-638 and Veteran Preferences).  

NSHC will also initiate a criminal history/background check for all positions. 

Brevig Mission: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE; 
    Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE 
 
Diomede: Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE; 
    EVS Maintenance Worker I $31.73 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 
 
Elim: Direct Care Attendant Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.51 + DOE 
 
Gambell: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41+ DOE;  
    Maintenance Worker Relief $34.25 + DOE  
 
Golovin: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Environmental Service Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE 
 
Koyuk: Environmental Services Worker & Relief $26.41 + DOE; 
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Maintenance Worker Relief $34.25 + DOE 
 
St Michael: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE; 
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 
 
Savoonga: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE 
 
Shaktoolik: Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE 
 
Shishmaref: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE 
 
Stebbins: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Direct Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker Relief $26.41 + DOE 
 
Teller: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker Relief 26.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist $26.41 + DOE 
 
Unalakleet: Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.41 + DOE;  
    Administrative Assistant I $25.00 + DOE;  
    Assistant Care Coordinator $34.25 + DOE 
 
Wales: Personal Care Attendant & Relief $25.00 + DOE;  
    Village Based Counselor Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Environmental Services Worker & Relief $26.41 + DOE; 
    Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE;  
    Clinic Travel Specialist Relief $26.51 + DOE 
 
White Mountain: Community Health Aide Trainee $27.41 + DOE; 
    Personal Care Attendant $25.00 + DOE 

In Nome:

Court

Classifieds

Trooper Beat

Open Positions
Compliance & Safety Specialist 
        The Compliance & Safety Specialist will be responsible for the 
        comprehensive management, execution, and oversight of the company's 
        HAZMAT compliance requirements, adherence to Transportation Security 
        Administration (TSA) regulations, as well as maintaining the company’s 
        Drug and Alcohol testing and workplace prevention programs. This  
        position is critical to ensuring a safe, secure, and compliant operational  
        environment. 
  

• Starting Pay $44 an hour - DOE 
• Full Time, Year Round 
• Monday through Friday, 8:00am – 5:00pm 

  
  
Customer Service Agent 
         The Customer Service Agent is responsible for providing exceptional  
         service to passengers by efficiently handling passenger bookings, the  
         check-in process, baggage and freight processing and meeting customer 
         needs.This role also requires attention to detail to accurately complete  
         and close out all necessary flight and operational paperwork. 
  
                  • Starting Pay $33 an hour – DOE 
                  • Full Time & Part Time Available, Year Round 
                  • 4 Days per Week, 10-hour shifts, Weekend Shifts may be Required 
  
  
Bering Air Benefits 
         • Medical 
         • Dental 
         • Vision 
         • 401K with Employer Matching 
         • Flight / Freight Benefits 
         • Paid Vacation 
 

Please submit your resume to: dan@beringair.com

WANTED – Mark Knapp at The Cutting 
Edge in Fairbanks is buying legal ancient 
walrus ivory, musk ox horn, mammoth ivory 
and teeth. 

Very good prices. 907-452-7477. Knapp’s 
Cutting Edge 1971 Fox Ave Fairbanks AK 
99701. knappscuttingedge@gmail.com 

Employment

Savoonga 
SAM 2, SAM 3:  On November 12, 2025, 
a case of sexual abuse of a minor was re-
ported to AST in Nome.  ABI investigation 
determined that Jones Toolie, 30, of Sa-
voonga sexually abused a minor in Sa-
voonga during the early morning hours of 
November 12, 2025.  Toolie is charged 
with one count of Sexual Abuse of a Minor 
in the second degree, and three counts of 
Sexual Abuse of a Minor in the third de-
gree. Toolie was remanded to AMCC on 
November 19, 2025.  
Any charges reported in these press re-
leases are merely accusations and the de-
fendants are presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty. 

Week ending 11/21/2025 
Civil 

  Amy Louise Eningowuk v. Barret Eningo-
wuk; Spouses With Minor Children do NOT 
Agree on all Issues to End Marriage 
  Not Published v. Alvin G. Kimoktoak; Do-
mestic Violence: Short-Term 
  Not Published v. Derek S. Moses; Domes-
tic Violence: Short-Term 
 

Small Claims 
  No current claims filed; start 2NO-25-
00023SC 
 

Criminal 
   State of Alaska v. Lance James Thomas 
(10/14/97); CTN 001: Assault 2 - Injury 
w/Weapon, Class B Felony; DV; Date of 
Violation: 7/22/25; Found and adjudged: 
Guilty and convicted of Assault 4 - Injury 
DV; CTNs Dismissed: 002; DV; Any ap-
pearance or performance bond in this case 

is exonerated; 1 year flat; Unsuspended 
year must be served immediately with 
credit for time served; Surcharges due. 
    State of Alaska v. Eugene Pete (2/22/01); 
Judgment and Order of Commitment / Pro-
bation; CTN 002: Assault 3 - Commit As-
sault 4, 2+ Convictions; DV; Class: C 
Felony; Offense Date: 9/17/25; The follow-
ing charges were dismissed: CTN 001: As-
sault 2 - injury w/Weapon, Intent; CTN 003: 
Assault 3-Cause Fear Of Injury w/Weap; 
Offense Dates: 9/17/25; Dismissal Rea-
sons: DPA; CTN 002: 4 years, 2 years sus-
pended; Unsuspended 2 years shall be 
served immediately; Total unsuspended 
term: 2 years; Credited for time already 
served in this case; Defendant must report 
immediately to AMCC, or other facility au-
thorized by DOC to remand/serve sen-
tence; Surcharges and Costs due; Submit 
DNA; Pay restitution, amount will be deter-
mined; Other: No contact, effective imme-

diately, and until unconditional discharge, 
defendant will have no direct or indirect 
contact with victim(s) except as permitted 
by probation conditions below; Five (5) 
years probation; General and Special Con-
ditions of Probation set; Other Special Con-
ditions set; Any appearance or 
performance bond in this case is exoner-
ated. 
   State of Alaska v. Thomas Robert Amak-
toolik (6/9/95); CTN 001: Assault 4; DV; 
DOV: 9/4/23; 60 days, 0 days suspended; 
Unsuspended 60 days must be served with 
Defendant remanded immediately to 
AMCC or other correctional facility; Con-
secutive to time in 2NO-24-237CR; Sur-
charges due; PED Supervision, if any, 
concludes now; Restitution due, to be de-
termined; No contact, effective immediately 
and until unconditional discharge, defen-
dant will have no direct or indirect contact 
with victim, if previously ordered. 
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Seawall
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE OF SALE TS No.: 
141356-OR Loan No.: ******9162 Refer-
ence is made to that certain trust deed (the 
“Deed of Trust”) executed by NATHAN B 
VOGT, AN UNMARRIED MAN, as Grantor, 
to LAND TITLE COMPANY OF GRANT 
COUNTY - JOHN DAY, OR, as Trustee, in 
favor of POTLATCH NO. 1, FINANCIAL 
CREDIT UNION, as Beneficiary, dated 
8/2/2022, recorded 8/8/2022, as Instru-
ment No. 20221476, in the Official Records 
of Grant County, Oregon, which covers the 
following described real property situated 
in Grant County, Oregon: Lot 2 of Block 8 
of FAIRVIEW ADDITION to the Original 
Townsite of Granite, Grant County, Oregon, 
as shown by the plat thereof on file and of 
record in the office of the county clerk of 
said county and state in Book Q of Deeds, 
page 471 APN: 3592 / 09S35V3CB 1502 
Commonly known as: 1356 MILTON ST 
GRANITE, OR 97877 The current benefi-
ciary is: POTLATCH NO. 1 FINANCIAL 
CREDIT UNION Both the beneficiary and 
the trustee have elected to sell the above-
described real property to satisfy the obli-
gations secured by the Deed of Trust and 
notice has been recorded pursuant to ORS 
86.752(3). The default for which the fore-
closure is made is the grantor’s failure to 
pay when due, the following sums: 
 
     Delinquent Payments: 
    Dates: Total: 
     6/1/2025 – 11/1/2025        $3,085.02 
     Late Charges:                       $75.00 
    Beneficiary Advances:         $735.00 
    Total Required to Reinstate:
                                              $3,895.02 
     TOTAL REQUIRED TO PAYOFF: 
                                             $51,044.71 
 
By reason of the default, the beneficiary 
has declared all obligations secured by the 
Deed of Trust immediately due and pay-
able, including: the principal sum of 
$48,213.24 together with interest thereon 
at the rate of 8.25 % per annum, from 
5/1/2025 until paid, plus all accrued late 
charges, and all trustee’s fees, foreclosure 
costs, and any sums advanced by the ben-
eficiary pursuant to the terms and con-
ditions of the Deed of Trust Whereof, notice 
hereby is given that the undersigned 
trustee, CLEAR RECON CORP, whose ad-
dress is 1915 NE Stucki Avenue, Suite 
400, Hillsboro, OR 97006, will on 

3/19/2026, at the hour of 12:00 PM, stan-
dard time, as established by ORS 187.110, 
AT THE FRONT ENTRANCE TO THE 
GRANT COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 205 S 
HUMBOLT STREET, CANYON CITY, OR 
97820, sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder in the form of cash equivalent (cer-
tified funds or cashier’s check) the interest 
in the above-described real property which 
the grantor had or had power to convey at 
the time it executed the Deed of Trust, to-
gether with any interest which the grantor 
or his successors in interest acquired after 
the execution of the Deed of Trust, to sat-
isfy the foregoing obligations thereby se-
cured and the costs and expenses of sale, 
including a reasonable charge by the 
trustee. Notice is further given that any per-
son named in ORS 86.778 has the right to 
have the foreclosure proceeding dismissed 
and the Deed of Trust reinstated by pay-
ment to the beneficiary of the entire 
amount then due (other than the portion of 
principal that would not then be due had no 
default occurred), together with the costs, 
trustee’s and attorneys’ fees, and curing 
any other default complained of in the No-
tice of Default by tendering the perform-
ance required under the Deed of Trust at 
any time not later than five days before the 
date last set for sale. Without limiting the 
trustee's disclaimer of representations or 
warranties, Oregon law requires the trustee 
to state in this notice that some residential 
property sold at a trustee's sale may have 
been used in manufacturing methamphe-
tamines, the chemical components of 
which are known to be toxic. Prospective 
purchasers of residential property should 
be aware of this potential danger before 
deciding to place a bid for this property at 
the trustee's sale. In construing this notice, 
the masculine gender includes the fem-
inine and the neuter, the singular includes 
plural, the word “grantor” includes any suc-
cessor in interest to the grantor as well as 
any other persons owing an obligation, the 
performance of which is secured by the 
Deed of Trust, the words “trustee” and 
“beneficiary” include their respective suc-
cessors in interest, if any. Dated: 11/4/2025 
CLEAR RECON CORP 1915 NE Stucki 
Avenue, Suite 400 Hillsboro, OR 97006 
Phone: 858-750-7777 866-931-0036 Jes-
sica Lopez, Authorized Signatory of 
Trustee  

11.27, 12.4-11-18.2025 

Legals

There currently are 3 vacant suites in the Bering Straits Native 
Corporation Building 110 Front Street Nome AK.   

 
For more information please contact  

Frank L. Johnson II directly at 907-443-8123 or 907-434-2440.   

Notice 

King Island Native Community 
2025 Annual Meeting & Election 

 
Saturday December 13, 2025 

 
Meeting & Voting at King Island Hall 

 
Vote: 10a-6p 

Doors Open: 4p 
 

There are four (4) Tribal Council Seats up 
for election, each serving a two year term. 

 
Call Janice @ 443.2209 with questions

Nome Police Department 
Weekly press releases 

Activities reported between  
11/17/2025 – 11/23/2025 

 
During this period there were 195 calls for 
service received at the Nome Police Com-
munications Center; 67 (35%) of these 
calls involved alcohol. 
The Nome Police Department dispatched 
43 ambulance calls to NSHC. The Nome 
Volunteer Fire Department responded to 1 
fire call during this period. 
NPD responded to 5 calls reporting intoxi-
cated persons needing assistance.  No-
body remained at the hospital for  medical 
evaluation/treatment. 
 

Arrests 
A total of 11 arrests were made, with 11 
(100%) alcohol related 
 
 
Monday, November 17, 2025 
Charge: Criminal trespass in the second 
degree. Name: Ann Soolook. Location: W. 
2nd Ave. 
 

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree; 
three counts Violating Conditions of Re-
lease. Name: Loretta Weyanna. Location: 
Front St. 
 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 
Charge: Criminal Trespass in the first de-
gree. Name: Barbara Nichols. Location: 
Steadman St. 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree and 
Probation Violation. Name: Madeleine Ok-
pealuk. Location: Front St. 
 
Friday, November 21, 2025 
Charge: Criminal trespass in the second 
degree. Name: Meryl Otton. Location: 
Front St. 
Charge: Criminal trespass in the second 
degree. Name: Maxine Kimoktoak. Loca-
tion: Front St. 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree; As-
sault in the presence of a child. Name: 
Wayne Reamer. Location: E. 5th Ave. 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 
Charge: Disorderly Conduct. Name: Ahna 
Ozenna. Location: Fore and Aft Dr. 
Charge: Criminal trespass. Name: Step-
hanie Oittillian. Location: W. 2nd Ave. 
 
Sunday, November 23, 2025 
Charge: Assault in the second degree, DUI. 
Name: Ursula Lockwood. Location: E. 3rd 
Ave. 
Charges: Assault in the fourth degree and 
criminal mischief in the fourth degree. 
Name: Diana Ellanna. Location: Front St. 
 
 

Traffic 
NPD made 4 traffic stops with 0 citation 
and 4 warnings issued. NPD responded to 
2 reports of motor vehicle accidents.  
 
This is a record of activity.  The issuance 
of citations or the act of arrest does not as-
sign guilt to any identified party. Officers 
refer all cases to the DA for action 
 

Real Estate

Legals

Legals

Advertise in  

The Nome Nugget newspaper 
 

Call us at (907) 443-5235  
or send an email to ads@nomenugget.com

open up our coast to offshore dril-
ling,” Huffman said.  

It is “not just a little bit of offshore 
drilling,” he said, but the entire Cal-
ifornia coast, the eastern Gulf of 
Mexico where residents have long 
opposed offshore drilling, and “every 
inch of Alaska.”  Huffman is the 
ranking Democrat on the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee. 

Environmentalists singled out the 
proposed Arctic lease sales in par-
ticular. 

“Drilling anywhere in the Arctic 
Ocean is completely irresponsible. It 
is remote, ice-filled, stormy, home to 
irreplaceable wildlife and subsis-
tence traditions. There is no way to 
clean up oil spills in this environ-
ment, and they are inevitable,” Erik 
Grafe, an attorney for the environ-
mental law firm Earthjustice, said in 
an emailed statement. 

Additionally, Grafe said, leasing 
in the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas is 
unlawful. 

“Those areas have been with-
drawn from future leasing by Pres-
idents Obama and Biden, and though 
President Trump has purported to re-
verse these withdrawals, he lacks 
that authority.  Only Congress can 
open them up again,” he said. 

That finding was the result of an 
environmental lawsuit that Grafe 
represented. In 2019, Alaska-based 

U.S. District Court Judge Sharon 
Gleason ruled that Trump was barred 
from undoing Obama administration 
protections for Arctic and East Coast 
waters.   

A new lawsuit filed in February 
by many of the same plaintiffs ad-
dresses that issue again. The new 
lawsuit, also with Grafe as one of the 
plaintiff attorneys, targets Trump’s 
Inauguration Day executive actions 
that aimed to open wide swaths of 
territory to drilling and other devel-

opment, including the Arctic Ocean. 
Another pending legal question 

concerns whether the federal govern-
ment has the right to sell leases in the 
area designated as the High Arctic. 
That area, part of the North Ameri-
can extended outer continental shelf, 
lies beyond the 200-nautical-mile 
U.S. exclusive economic zone. The 
Biden administration made a territo-

•Trump administration proposes offshore leasing
continued from page 11

 
continued on page 14
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

Snow Plowing,  
Salting, Sanding  

and Shoveling Services  
 

Please message us at 
907-434-0845.  

Ask about our monthly 
packages and  

priority contract rates.

MUNAQSRI Senior Apartments • “A Caring Place”  
NOW taking applications for one-bedroom 

unfurnished  apartments, heat included  
“62 years of age or older, handicap/disabled, regardless of age” 
•Electricity subsidized; major appliances provided 
•Rent based on income for eligible households 
•Rent subsidized by USDA Rural Development 

515 Steadman Street, Nome
EQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

PO BOX 1289 • Nome, AK  99762 
Lee Ann Hoogendorn-Green, Manager

(907) 443-5220 
Fax:  (907) 443-5318 

Hearing Impaired: 1-800-770-8973

 
Advertise in  

The Nome Nugget  

newspaper 
 

Call us at  
(907) 443-5235 or  
send an email to 

ads@nomenugget.com
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•Trump administration proposes offshore leasing

rial claim to the area, which is larger 
than California. But the claim has yet 
to be confirmed. The U.S. is not a 
party to the United National Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea, and that 
international treaty is used to adjudi-
cate nations’ territorial claims in the 
outer continental shelf. 

The idea of leasing most of the 
non-Arctic areas off Alaska’s coast-
line also got a poor reception on 
Thursday. 

Anticipating the new Trump ad-
ministration plan, a coalition of 
Alaska Native tribal governments in 
June sent a letter to Burgum express-
ing longstanding opposition to Be-
ring Sea oil leasing. 

The letter asked Burgum to drop 
all plans for selling leasing in areas 
from the Aleutian Islands to the Be-
ring Strait. 

“We, the Central Yup’ik, St. Law-
rence Island Yupik, and Inupiaq 
people, have been here since time 
immemorial. Because we spend so 
much time out on the Bering Sea 
fishing and hunting, the sea is just as 
important to us as the land. The 

Tribes that still rely on these waters 
to hunt and fish remain unified in 
protecting these waters. Our people 
have been clear: the planning areas 
in our region should not be made 
available for oil and gas leasing,” 
said the letter, which was from the 
Association of Village Council Pres-
idents, Nome-based Kawerak, Inc. 
and the Bering Sea Elders Group. 

Kawerak, Inc. referred to that 
June letter Thursday to express its re-
action to the new leasing plan. 

The tribal organizations have been 
the forces behind establishment of 
the Northern Bering Sea Climate Re-
silience Area during the Obama ad-
ministration. The designation barred 
oil leasing and bottom trawling, ad-
dressed some shipping safety con-
cerns and established a system for 
more tribal control. 

The first Trump administration 
abolished the designation; President 
Joe Biden, in an Inauguration Day 
executive action, revived it. Trump, 
on the first day of his second term, 
abolished the protections again. 

A spokesperson for the Depart-
ment of the Interior said Friday that 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement, the agency that manages 

offshore energy activity, will do 
further evaluation before settling on 
a final leasing plan. 

“The First Proposal is the first of 
three required steps before the Sec-
retary can finalize the 11th Program. 
BOEM is including these areas now 
to meet legal requirements, conduct 
further analysis, gather public and in-
dustry input, and ensure the Secre-
tary can fully evaluate all options 
before deciding what areas to include 
in the final program,” Alyse Sharpe, 
a senior public affairs specialist, said 
by email. 

Huffman, at the Democrats’ news 
conference, said the public is likely 
to mobilize nationally against the 
plan and that his colleagues will 
work to prevent it from being imple-
mented. 

That includes the proposed Arctic 
and Bering Sea lease sales, which he 
called “incredibly reckless.” 

“We know what the seafood econ-
omy means to the state of Alaska. 
And we know what happened with 
the Exxon Valdez,’ he said, referring 
to the 1989 oil spill disaster in Prince 
William Sound. 

“I’m a Californian, but I will fight 
to protect Alaska’s coast and 

Alaska’s fisheries as well,” he added. 
Eight years ago, when the first 

Trump administration released a sim-
ilar plan for oil leasing in almost all 
areas of federal waters off Alaska, 
the idea was widely panned in the 
state. 

While political leaders supported 
leasing in Cook Inlet and the Beau-
fort and the Chukchi Seas, they ob-
jected to the idea of leasing other 
areas. 

Among the groups objecting was 
the North Pacific Fishery Manage-
ment Council, which manages com-
mercial seafood harvests in Alaska’s 
federal waters. The council, citing 
“the substantial risk to the sustain-
able management of Alaska’s fish-
eries,” asked then-Secretary of the 
Interior Ryan Zinke to drop all the 
Bering Sea, Aleutian and Gulf of 
Alaska lease sales from the plan. 

Then-Gov. Bill Walker and the 
all-Republican congressional delega-
tion made similar requests to Zinke, 
asking him to focus the plan on Cook 
Inlet and the Beaufort and Chukchi 
Seas, while retaining longstanding 
buffers to protect whales and other 
subsistence resources. The Alaska 
Legislature passed a resolution with 

a similar request. 
The first Trump administration’s 

expansive leasing plan never went 
into effect. 

Gleason’s 2019 decision froze ac-
tion on that leasing plan, and the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management, 
the Interior agency that manages off-
shore oil and gas leasing, continued 
to work under the Obama admin-
istration’s 2017-2022 five-year plan. 
In 2023, the Biden administration re-
leased a five-year leasing plan for 
2024 through 2029 that was limited 
to three Gulf of Mexico lease sales. 

There has never been any oil pro-
duced from federal waters off Alaska 
except for a small portion of the Hil-
corp-operated Northstar field in the 
Beaufort Sea, which lies mostly on 
state leases close to shore. The last 
federal offshore lease sale held in 
Alaska, a Cook Inlet sale held at the 
end of 2022, drew only one bid. 

This article is printed with per-
mission under Creative Commons li-
cense CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 and was 
first published on November 21, 
2025 at www.alaskabeacon.com 
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